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THE MONTH. 


Susrense prevails throughout Europe. Wars and rumours of wars engross almost 
exclusively the attention of the Continent, The imminence of the present crisis, 
the impossibility of predicting its ultimate issue, the tremendous consequences which 
that issue may involve, have wrought public excitement to its highest pitch, and 
strained to its utmost tension the nervous chord which throughout Christendom now 
vibrates with apprehefsion and anxiety. It is felt by most that the present lull, 
both in diplomatic and military action, but too closely resembles that ominous calm 
which, with a darkened sky and a close and oppressive atmosphere, so frequently 
precedes a wild and overwhelming storm. For such feelings, and the fears which 
they engender, there is, unhappily, but too much ground. Still, the case is not hope- 
less ; the storm may yet be averted; and were all the Powers of Europe intent only 
on its welfare, and themselves free alike from suspicion and from aggressive and 
ambitious aims, not only would this be so, but the Eastern question would be settled 
once for al], and the clouds whose overhanging blackness now alarms us would be 
effectually and for ever dispersed. Our own diplomacy, it is clear, has altogether 
failed; nor can that failure be jast occasion for surprise: The English Cabinet did 
not grapple with the deeper needs of the emergency—did not adequately realize the 
truth that any settlement to be lasting must be based upon what is absolutely requi- 
site, in the interests of justice and humanity, on behalf of the Christian subjects of 
the Porte. Their diplomacy was directed rather to restore the status quo, and to ob- 
tain from the Sultan’s Government promises and guarantees of reforms in the future 
administration of the insurgent provinces, which past experience might have con- 
vinced them were illusory. In a case so desperate as this, a bold and comprebeusive 
policy, commensurate with the needs of the occasion, is the one most likely to suc- 
ceed. We see no reason to alter the opinion we have before expressed, that the 
“ administrative autonomy” of the Christian provinces—in other words, their self- 
government, under the joint protection of the Powers, whilst themselves 

tributary to Turkey—had such a proposal at the outset been frankly and definitely 
made, would have been accepted by the Powers; might, without any risk of war, have 
been enforced upon the Porte ; and would have been found the best solution of the 
difficulty which it is manifest must attend any settlement likely to endure. The 
opportunity, however, was lost ; and the question of the armistice has since brought 
matters to a point. The proposal of Turkey for an armistice of six months has been 
negatived by Servia and Russia ; the Court of St. Petersburg declining to assume the 
responsibility of pressing upon Servia, in her present critical circumstances, the ac- 
ceptance of an armistice of such duration, and Servia herself rejecting it. The true 
reasons for the conduct of both the belligerents in this matter are clearly to be seen. 
Servia had herself requested a short armistice; but the suspension of hostilities for 
the entire winter would, in a military point of view, be as injurious to her as it,would 
be to the advantage of Turkey. The Servian militia would have to be disbanded, 
and might probably be unwilling to return -to service in the spring, when the opera- 
tions of husbandry would require their attention ; whilst for a winter campaign they 
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would be ready and available. On the other hand, the Asiatic and Egyptian forces 
of the Porte, withdrawn to winter quarters in a more genial climate, would be able 
to renew the contest with fresh vigour when the period of inaction should have 
passed. The attitade assumed by Russia on this question naturally intensified the 
herself had previously proposed to Austria a joint military occupation of the imsar- 
gent provinces of Turkey, that her policy was supported by Germany, and that 
Russian volunteers by thousands had so long been pouring into Servia, without 
hindrance or probibition from their own Government. Recent intelligence, however, 
somewhat mitigates the general anxiety. A six weeks’ armistice—during which 
negotiations with a view to laying down the bases for peace are, ab initio, to be 
resumed—has been, it is affirmed, proposed by Russia, recommended by Germany, 
and, it is believed, will not be opposed by any other of the Powers ; whilst it is hoped 
that the Porte may be induced to assent to it by the belief, now gaining ground in 
Turkey, that England will not draw the sword om her Lehalf. The proposition is 
stated to include, as a preliminary basis for peace, the “ administrative autonomy ” to 
which we already have referred. It is, doubtless, discouraging to reflect that all the 
diplomatic communications which, since the outbreak of the Herzegovinian revolt, 
have passed between the Powers, have, as yet, prodaced no material result ; that the 
exigencies of the situation are now more urgent, while the hope of meeting them is 
fainter. It is also mortifying to consider that Russie should be in advance of Eng- 
land in suggesting a plan of settlement which so many amongst ourselves advocated, 
and which our own Government might as well have had the credit of proposing. 
Should the plan, however, be accepted and succeed, none the less will the heart of 
England rejoice. Meanwhile, it is satisfactory to know that our own Cabinet has 
decided not to commit this country during the parliamentary recess to any such 
course of action as the Legislature, on its re-assembling, might perhaps desire, but 
would be unable, to revoke. That He who has the hearts of all men in His keeping, 
and is the only true Lord and Ruler of the nations, may so direct and overrule the 
counsels of united Europe on this momentous question as not only to avert the 
horrors and iniquities of war, but to bring about a lasting peace, founded on the 
claims of justice, freedom, and humanity, will, at this juncture, be the prayer of all, 
in every land, who are Christians, not in name merely, but in spirit, reality, and truth. 


The most recent advices from the desolated and decimated province of Bulgaria 
show conclusively what little reliance can be placed either upon the local Turkish 
authorities, or upon those who direct their operations from the capital. The pro- 
mises made, whether by Turkish Ministers at Constantinople or their subordinate 
officials on the scene of the recent atrocities, seem to be promises made only to be 
and urgent representations of our own Government, and the pledges given by the 


' Porte that such reparation as was possible should be made to the victims of the late 


outrages—that, at any rate, such provision should be made for the survivors as should 
prevent them from actually perisbing from hunger or from cold—next to nothing 
been done. Taxes, on the contrary, are still levied on the distressed and 

districts ; a few sums of money have been advanced to the more wealthy inhabitants, 
by way of loan ; but the really poor and destitute have received no aid whatever ; 
and upwards of one hundred women and children have actually perished from ex- 
posure and starvation. It is hence abundantly manifest that such assistance as is 
indispensable for these poor sufferers must be supplied to them by foreign liberality, 
and we are glad to perceive that as regards this work of mercy and necessity British 
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philanthropy evinces no diminution. Agencies and committees are still as active as 
at first ; collections are made and contributions received in all the great centres of 
our population ; and it ‘may be confidently hoped that these efforts will not cease, 
nor these activities abate, until the worst of distress and privation shall be passed. 
What these poor people chiefly need is to be put in a position to assist themselves. 
They are a self-relying, a patient, and an industrious and persevering race, who, 
when the means of livelihood of which they have been so cruelly deprived are 
restored to them, will specdily obtain their own living, and will no bonger be a 
burden upon others. Till then, however, all the resources of benevolence must be 
put forth on their behalf, whilst at the same time there must be no relaxation of the 
pressure put upon that Government whose first duty it unquestionably is to save 
them from famine and exposure, from misery beyond descrij:tion, and from death in 
one of its most distressing and aggravated forms. 


The recent Visitation Charge of the Primate, delivered first at Canterbury, and 
afterwards at other places in his diocese, will well repay attention. It deals with 
various doctrinal and ecclesiastical topics of the day, now occupyirg, in all contro- 
versy, a special and prominent position, and also with the various aspects in which 
both superstition and infidelity now present themselves. It also shows how the 
tendency to materialize spiritual things, so noticeable in the Ritualistic school, and 
particularly in relation to the Lord's Supper, and the benefits supposed to accrue from 
its observance, serves the cause of unbelievers, and fosters the materialism which 
wholly denies the existence of the spiritual. In this respect extremes meet, and 
the credulity and incredulity of the present day act and re-act upon each other, 
whilst both disparage and tend to the rejection of Christianity as a spiritual religion 
having to do with the spiritual na‘i:re of max, «banging, controlling, and directing 
the affections and emotions of the heart. The Archbishop emphatically urged upon 
his clergy that the materialistic view of Christianity and Christian ordinances 
found no countenance either in the Word of God, the teaching of the early Fathers, 
the doctrine of the Reformers, or the belief of the best men in the Church between | 
the period of the Reformation and our own. His counsels to all Christian ministers 
to a more close and earnest study of the Scriptures, his exhortation to the duty of 
giving, and of being able clearly and convincingly to give, a reason for the faith they 
hold, were above all praise, and admirably suited to the present times. He referred 
also to the question of disestablishment, and to other matters affecting the external 
position of the Church ; but the Charge dwelt chiefly, as all such addresses ought, 
on the duties and responsibilities of the Church’s ministers in relation to her spiritual 
work. 

The Annual Conference of the Evangelical Alliance, held this year at South- 
port, has not, in respect of the attendance at its meetings, the importance of 
the subjects treated of, or the interest evinced in their discussion, been inferior to 
any of the Conferences of that body held in former years. One pleasing feature of 
the yearly report was the proof of increase it afforded, new centres having been 
formed, and the members of the Alliance having received a considerable accession to 
ranks. It will be satisfactory to all the friends of Christian union to note 
the topics which chiefly engaged the attention of the Conference were so emi- 
nently practical. As the operations of this organization have been extended year 
by year, it has more and more become piain that the tendency of its principle: is to 
stimulate Christians of different denominations to combine im zealous energetic 
action, alike for the glory of Ged and the highest welfare of their fellow-men. The 
objection expressed against it in its early days that it was, or would be, a sentimental 
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rather than a working body, has been abundantly refuted ; hence its nambers and 
ite influence have steadily increased. The discussion on the power of the Evan- 
gelical Alliance, and how best to use it for local purposes, showed how important, in 
the estimation of those present, was the recognition of the fact that, while religious 
differences are unavoidable, they never need be marked by intolerant or uncharit- 
able feeling, and that the repression of all such feeling, by natural and likely means, 
4 was one chief end-of the Alliance. The state of Christianity upon the Continent 
; was, of course, largely and exhaustively discussed, and we would commend this part 
of the proceedings to the special attention of those who seek to know how the 


Gospel in each may be most effectually and extensively diffused. Reference was 
also made to the interference of the Alliance on behalf of tae oppressed Christians 
of Turkey ; and the desirableness of close co-operation with Continental Churches, 
and of a general conference with special relation to missionary work, occupied 
q large measure of attention. For the many other important topics which engaged 
the notice of the Conference, and for an adequate idea of the entire proceedings, and 
the spirit which throughout pervaded the assembly, our readers will, of course, refer 
to our full report. 


The sixteenth annual Church Congress, which assembled at Plymouth on the 
3rd ult., was on the whole well and influentially attended, although less so than 
some previous gatherings which have been convened in larger and denser centres of 
our population. All sections of the Church, however, were represented; and the 
Evangelical party, in particular, more efficiently so than at wany of the Congresses 
of former years. The position of Plymouth, in an extreme corner of the empire, 
| probably explains the absence of many who have taken part in previous meetings of 
this kind. The judicious and temperate address of the Bishop of Exeter in opening 
the Congress, gave in large measure the tone to its entire subsequent proceedings, 
which, if somewhat less animated and decidedly less dixputatious than those of former 
Congresses, approached, perhaps, in character and spirit, far more nearly to the trne 
ideal of a deliberative ecclesiastical assembly. A calm earnestness pervaded the 
discussions, and however diverse or even antagonistic were the views expressed, 
- however erroneous we may consider some of them to be, it appeared evident that 
the speakers were duly impressed with a sense of their personal responsibility, that 
they listened with forbearance at least to the opposite opinions of others, and that 
all were desirous, according to their various views, to make the Church a msans and 
instrument of greater spiritual good throughout the land. The Old Catholic move- 
ment and its character, the causes and influences of unbelief in England, the re- 
lations between Church and State, the constitution of the Judicial Committee of 
the Privy Council as a final court of ecclesiastical appeal, the spiritual wants of our 


attention of the Congress, and their mention serves to show how varied, and how 
important were the themes on which its careful thought and labour were bestowed. 
Speaking for the Evangelical section of the Church, the Rev. Joseph Bardsley 
enunciated, in a frank, courageous, manly style, certain wholesome truths, more 
than ever necessary in these Romanizing times to be firmly and completely grasped. 
He noted that the State did not dictate a single article of faith, that it only found 
men of learning to declare what the Church herself had taught, that disobedience 
to the law of the Church was associated with the promoters of the so-called Catholic 
revival, that their conduct was the most likely of all means to lead to disestablish- 
, ment, but that much as many would regret that, it would be a far less evil than that 


various nations of Europe stand affected towards Evangelical religion, and how the 


Army, Navy, and sea-faring population—these and other topics largely engaged the | 


4 
» 
i > 
be 
: 


\ 
November 1, 1878.) EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. - $35 


the Church of England should become the means of teaching the people the 
doctrines and superstitions of the Church of Rome. Notwithstanding this plain 
speaking, however, Mr. Bardsley was listened to without unseemly interruption, as 
were also clergymen who did not scruple to avow extreme Ritualistic views, and, in 
one instance at least, openly to advocate the practice of confession. Omthe whole, 
there was a large amount of deep sincerity and earnestness displayed, and also far 
greater toleration for the most opposing diversities of sentiment. In these respects, 
this sixteenth Church Congress may most certainly be viewed as a success. 


The autumnal meetings of the Congregational and Baptist Unions, held this year 
respectively at Bradford and at Birmingham, have been largely attended, influential 
in their coniposition, and characterized by hearty earnestness and zeal. In the 
former, over which the Rev. Dr. Aveling presided, the subjects of Christian union, 
evangelical effort, and the prominent controversial topics of the day as affecting the 
promotion and growth of Scriptural Christianity, were, «s is usual, ably and earnestly 
discussed. But the distinctive and special feature of this year's gathering was the 
propounding of a financial scheme whereby, it is hoped, the great objects of the 
Union in promoting the consolidation and united action of the Congregationalists 
throughout the land, may, at a considerably less expenditure, be largely and effec- 
tively advanced. ft-is- proposed that the “County Unions,” by which the poorer 
congregations are now aided, shall act as the organs of a representative and national 
Council of Finance. By this means every duly accredited Congregational minister 
might be secured a minimum stipend, less inadequate than that now in many cases 
received, and adequate help might be contributed more judiciously by town to 
rural congregations. At the Baptist Union—Dr. Landels presiding—it was 
stated that the income of the Foreign Missionary Society had, in the last twenty-five 
years, more than doubled; and the subject of missions, both home, and foreign, 
engaged a large share of attention, the interest in the subject being intensified by a 
crowded missionary meeting in the Birmingham Town Hall, and by a designation 
service, in which severa) missionaries were set apart for foreign fields of labour. The 
state of the smaller churches in the country districts, the disadvantages resulting 
from their, in many instances, isolated condition, and the need for a far greater con- 
centration of the energies of the denomination in Church life and work, were subjects 
of serious consideration. The attendance was lurger and more influential than at 
any previous meetings of the Union. 


Those Christians who are alive to the importance, on all grounds, physical, 
social, and religious, of the observance, in every so-called Christian country, of the 
sacred Day of Rest, will rejoice and congratulate each other on the success of the 
Geneva Conference on this all-important subject, with which the promulgation of 
the Gospel, the growth of spiritual life, and the practical morality of nations are so 
inseparably linked. That UVonference, consisting as it did of 440 delegates from 
almost all Christian nations, was itself the outcome and result of much careful 
thought—much prayerful, anxious, and unintermitted toil; and itself forms a new 
starting-point for fresi and arduous exertion which will tax to the utmost the 
wisdom and energies of Christian men striving to promote the spread of true religion 
both in Europe and America. The proceedings of the Conference consisted mainly 
in a review of what has already been effected in the way of advancing the observance 
‘ofthe Lord’s-day throughout Europe, in both Roman Catholic and Protestant coun- 
tries, and in the adoption of plans for the future. These plans include influences 
brought to bear upon the various Governments, but they contemplate more especially 
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the promulgation of sound views and the production of deep convictions amongst 
the several nationalities of Europe respecting the social benefits to be obtained, 
and the spiritual blessings to be secured, by the general and religious observance 
of that day which divine wisdom has set apart for the advantage of man's entire 
nature, the refreshment and re-invigoration alike of his body, soul, and spirit. In 
the prospect now opening up before those who have set themselves, heart and soul, 
to the furtherance of this great and holy cause, there is much to cheer and to 
encourage, although the obstacles in their way are such as divine power alone can 


‘ enable them to meet and overcome. Our report of the Conference we are com- 


pelled to defer till next month. Meanwhile we must express our grateful sense 
of the services which have been rendered to this important movement by its fore- 
most leader, M. Alexandre Lombard, without whose long and persevering efforts it is 
doubtful whether any such gathering as the Geneva Conference could have been held. 


Persecution in Spain continues to increase, and Protestants throughout that 
country are in a state of great peril and apprehension. Romish intolerance is daily 
assuming new phases, and manifesting itself in the most offensive and alarming forms. 
From the negative stage it has passed into the positive, and instead of mere 
prohibitions we have now overt acts of violence and outrage. It is stated, on the 
authority of a Times correspondent, that at Barcelona a Protestant has recently 
undergone seven days’ imprisonment in a filthy cell for no other offence than his 
nonconformity to Rome. In the neighbourhood of Seville a Scripture-reader was 
arrested and carried before the Alcalde, who ordered him to prison for a day, and told 
him he regretted that he could not sprinkle him and all the Protestants in Spain 
with petroleum, and then set them on fire! The Bishop of Minorca has fulminated 
the greater excommunication not only against all Protestants, but against all who 
associate with them on friendly terms, lend them money, leave them legacies, employ 
them in their houses, or dare to speak a word on their behalf! This is “Catholic 
unity ” with a vengeance, and seers to take us back to the dark days of medisval 
tyranny, when the Inquisition reigned supreme, and the national intellect, will, and 
conscience were alike prostrated in slavish and degrading bondage to the priests. It 


is not so much any acts of the Spanish Government itself that our brethren in that. 


country have to fear, as the fury of the priesthood, and the fanaticism of such of the 
civil fonctionaries and State officials as are under priestly influence and sway. By 
the manner in which the present Government has chosen to interpret the Eleventh 
Article of the Constitution, restricting within the narrowest possible limits the 
liberty of conscience it confers, this fanatical intolerance has been stimulated to the 
highest pitch. It is satisfactory to know that the British Minister at Madrid has 
been instructed by Lord Derby to obtain on behalf of the Protestants the utmost 
possible concessions, and to urge an interpretation of the Constitution more in 
accordance with those principles of freedom which, in every other country of Europe, 
are now recognized as the fitting basis of society. It is sti)l more satisfactory to find 
that the sufferings and apprehensions of our persecuted brethren in Spain have stirred 
up in this country a spirit of fervent prayer on their behalf. The large and 
influential attendance at the devotional meeting on this matter held at Willis’s Rooms 
bears to this fact a pleasing and decisive testimony. The deputation to Lord Derby 
no less proves that, in the jadgment of British Christians, prayer and effort in such a 


_ matter should, go hand-in-hand. We trust that neither prayer nor effort in this 


direction wi]] be permitted to relax until our brethren in Spain are not only freed 
oe fears and dangers of a.personal description, but permitted, without let 
or rance, 


been so auspiciously begun. 


to continue in that country the work of evangelization which has there ‘¢ 
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Whilst in the efforts made on every hand for the enlightenment and improve- 
ment of the natives of the continent of Africa, there is much to encourage and to 
cbeer us in our anticipations of its future, one sad drawback now presents itself, the 
war at present raging in the Transvaal. In this petty Dutch Republic, whose in- 
habitants have never lived on good terms with their aboriginal neighbours, and are 
by the latter regarded, with too much justice, we fear, in the light of tyrants and 
oppressors, barbarities are now being committed which, especially considering the 
professed Christianity of their perpetrators, are a diagrace to civilization and 
humanity. The Kaffir tribes, some time since, made predatory incursions into the 
district. President Bargers demanded restitution of the chief; this was refused ; 
and the head of the Transvaal Republic then raised a “ commando,” or heterogeneous 
armed force, comprising all sorts and conditions of men ; and with this proceeded to 
attack the Kaffirs in their own fastnesses and natura! retreats. Hence the present 
war, which appears to be carried on, on the part of the Dutch Boers, with unrelent- 
ing ferocity. Being unable, however, to make head against the enemy, the Presi- 
dent has called in mercenaries to his aid, and it is mainly by these hirelings that the 
barbarities referred to have been committed. Bands of armed men traverse the 
country, burning villages, laying waste the fields, and slaughtering women and 
children, as well as men. Volunteers, amongst whom we regret to learn certain | 
British subjects are included, have been aiding in this ruthless work. It is-hoped 
at the Cape that the British Government will interfere, with a view alike to the re- 
pression of these atrocities and to the restoration of tranquillity. 


Foreign 


FRANCE. 
present situation is cleared of all obscurities. 
Paris, October 18, 1876. It is evident that a numerous section of the 
‘THE REFORMED CHURCH. Evangelical party feels repugnance to any 
The Evangelical portion of the Reformed | concession and to any new attempt at nego- 
Church of France has met in conference at | tiating with the Liberals. The members of 


cur own 


Le Vigan; eighty-two pastors and forty- 
eight elders were present, and were remark- 
ably unanimous in their votes and expressed 
desires. Three important declarations were 
adopted : list: If before the (Rationalistic) 
meeting of Nimes was held there may have 
been differences of opinion among us respect- 
ing the project of union, now, after the de- 
cisions of that assembly, hesitation can be no 
longer possible, and the project must be 
abandoned. 2nd: That a new Synod should 
be called without delay. 3rd: That the new 
Synod should in nothing weaken the decisions 
of the Synod of 1872-3 as to the Confession 
of Faith, and the obligatory adhesion to it. 
The Conference exhorts consistories and 
presbyterial councils to carry out those de- 
cisions at once. 

By these distinct votes, says a journal, the 


the Permanent Commission have given way | 
before the current of opinion, whose strength 
they found greater than they expected. 
Pious men of the Reformed Church who are... 
endeavouring to preserve union are 

moved at this decision, but do not give up all 
hope. The imminence of the peril (says the 
.new Lyons j entitled The Peace of the 
Church®) will call to the breach those pacific 
and moderate men whose nature would lead 
them to abstain; their intervention will 
change the disposition of many; and circum- 
stances will fight for us if only we are true 
to ourselves. This new journal is gaining 
adhesions, and it is a pleasant picture for 
many to contemplate the hoped-for gradual 
advance of the Evangelical party, without 
strife, until it gains the whole Church! “ Is 


it peace, Jehu?” But the answer of the 
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reacting on the old parishes 
Although I had not the pri- 

ing present, I have tried to give 

you, from all the notices of the Synod which 


The Seventh General Assembly of the Free 


taking the wide range of business from all 


reports from three of the churches, so as to 
note the progress 
the . 


and Italy, were dwelt upon, as well as the 
five purchases of buildings made during the 
last five years, closing with the most remark- 
able of all, that of Milan, which has been 
secured by one single noble friend of the 
Free Church at an expense of £3,630 ster- 
ling. Mr. Haskard read the gratifying Report 


. | of the Aged and Infirm Ministers’ and Widows 


and Orphans’ Fund, congratulating the Assem- 
bly on the fact that as yet there had not ~ 
been a single applicant for aid. The College 
Report referred to the immediate prospect of 
an able theological professor from Scotland 
being settled in the new premises in Rome, 
and the likelihood of a second professor being 
sent from America to aid this young church. 
The Report of the Deputations had much to 
tell of the wonderful way in which God had 
opened the hearts of His children to give of 
their substance for this work. Various objects 
which had been given by enthusiastic foreign 
friends as pledges of sympathy were exhi- 
bited; and as the Report of the Revising 
Committee of all the administrations of the 
Church was more than ordinarily lauditory, 
the whole Assembly was greatly moved, and 
special thankagivings were offered to God for 
all His care and kindness during the past 
year. 
Only once was there a display of feeling, 
through a misunderstanding of the action of 
the Committee on a particular point. The 
President acted with remarkable tact in this 
juncture, eliminating all personality from the 
discussion ; and at the critical moment a stop- 


_| page took place in the proceedings, and an 
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Bi ts ones public, and to spend a large portion of 
i time at intervals in prayer for God's blessing 
a on the Assembly, which was accordingly 
ig } done, to the great edification of the members 
Be present. 
| Each evening an hour was spent in hearing 
| evangelistic addresses from three evangelists 
' to the crowded audiences, which followed with 
Pe deep interest the proceedings. 
| The various reports given in were well 
received. That of the Secretary, detailing 
. field of Italian evangelization, | the work of the Evangelization Committee 
; spirit of missionary enterprise | during the past year, entered faithfully into 
. all the trials and difficulties of the work. 
vit The Treasurer enlarged on the various sources 
4 of income, urging still larger collections from 
| the churches, and gratefully exhibited, even 
‘ have reached me, and in full sympathy with | in these bad times, a balance capable of closing 
. the work of the Waldensian Church, as cor- | the financial year in December without « 
, : rect an account as possible of the proceedings | deficit. The vested funda, both in America 
of the recent Synod. 
| Christian Church in Italy was convened in Leg- 
horn, on Tuesday, the 10th inst., in the large 
premises lately secured and fitted up as 
i schools, church, pastor's residence, etc. The 
: 200 school children were busy at work as the 
members gathered for ecclesiastical work 
Foar were much too short for over- 
| parts of Italy; but by a judicious distribution 
of the subject-matter, and by the adoption of 
home methods, and strictly adhering to the 
allotments of time for each topic on the part 
of the President and Business Committee, the 
Assembly got through all its labours comfort- 
ably, and the new Evangelization Committee 
sat on the fifth day and carried into effect the 
; suggestions which had been made. The 
Rev. Damiano Borgia, of Milan, preached 
from 1 Cor. xvi. 13, 14: “ Watch ye, stand 
fast in the faith, quit you like men, be 
strong: let all your things be done with 
charity;” and pressed these various apostolic 
| counsels on the hearts and consciences of 
s. his bearers. Thirty-seven deputies presented 
credentials from twenty-nine churches at the 
| opening of the proceedings, and several others 
t came to hand at later sittings. 
: The Rev. Professor De Michelis was chosen 
President, Rev. Signor Jahier Vice-Presi- 
dent, and Messrs, Beria and Mariani Secre- 
- | taries. The Business Committee and other | 
commissions for expediting work were alsd 
. chosen. It was decided, as usual, to hold the 
7 forenoon meetings private, and the ; 
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appeal for light and wisdom was made to 
Heaven, which wae remarkably answered. 
Not only did a great calm ensue, but it con- 
tinned ; and at the close of the Assembly a 
most frank and brotherly explanation took 
place, and every trace of misunderstanding 
was remdved. The presence of the Spirit 
was most sensibly felt by all, restraining, 
guiding, and uniting every heart. 

Four ministers were solemnly ordained, 
one licentiate was received after a year's 
satisfactory probation, and two students who 
had finished their college course were intro- 
duced to the Assembly. At the consecration, 
the Rev. Mr. Jahier conducted the prelimi- 


* nary service, Rev. Signor Gavazzi offered up 


the prayer, which was accompanied by the 
laying om of hands, and the Rev. Mr. 
McDougall addressed suitable counsels to those 
who had been set apart, with the full sanc- 
tion of the Church, to pastoral duty. 

The old Evangelization Committee, of ‘six 
members, was re-elected, consisting of the 
well-known names, Gavassi, De Michelis, 


McDougall, Jahier, Lagomarsino, and Borgia ; 
and a seventh was added—namely, that of 
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A merchant in Leghorn hospitably enter- 
tained the Assembly, on Thursday afternoon, 


to dinner in his « mansion, and the 
members of the orn Church comfortably 
lodged all the deputies. 


Fervent prayers were offered for the King 
of Italy, and the next Assembly was fixed to 
be held in Florence. 


lady, to the churches of Udine and Bari. 
Owing to the illness of the evangelist’s wife, 

no deputy was present from Bari, but Signor 
Gavazzi replied for that church, _ 

The closing addresses of Signor Gavazzi and 
the President were of a most eloquent and 
impressive character. The whole arrange- 
ments of the Assembly were so excellent, and 
the harmony of liberty and order so observ- 
able, that I do not wonder at the enthusiastic 
remarks of the Christian people of Leghorn. 
The Free Christian Church in Italy seemed 
to have been in existence for a century, 


Bracchetto, evangelist in Turin. instead of being a thing of yesterday. 
- 
GERMANY. 
[From our own Correspondent. } gelical party — because, more than any other, it 


——, Prussia, Oct. 20, 1876. 
LUTHERAN SEPARATION. 
In former years Lutheran Dissent only 
took place in Prussia where the Protestant 


Established Church is United [combining 


Lutherans and Reformers}; now the idea o! 
separation is much spreading. It is true that 
our State Churches show many dark sides at 
present, and the Governments everywhere 
‘seem little inclined to grant real liberty to the 
Churches ; but, on the other hand, the sepa- 
ration generally bears such a very narrow 
Lutheran character, that we cannot expect 
much gain from it.. Those Lutheran Dis- 
senters generally obtain their ministers from 
the United States. The Leipsic Missionary 
Society has just sustained a great joss. Four 
of its missionaries have quitted its service 
and joined the Missouri Synod. The Direc- 
tor, Dr. Hardeland, went himeelf to India to 
induce the missionaries, if possible, to resume 
their old positions, but his urney was un- 
successful. In the province of Hanover the 
extreme Lutherans aleo think of leaving the 
Church on” accorat of the new marriage 
ritual, 

PROGRAMME OF THE sesaints PARTY. 

The party which I like to call the E 


resembles the party called by that name in 
Enogland—is now endeavouring to set up a 
new programme, or rather, to gather into one 
programme the several objects it has in view. 
This programme—declarations of adhesion 


briefly as follows :— 
1. The new Church Constitation, which has 


of the creeds of the 
Reformation, and of the Union established in 
our Church. We wish to gather in all those who, 
with us, have a living evangelical faith in Jesus 
Christ, the Son of the living God, the crucified 
and risen Saviour, wah 
independence, resolve to 


stitution. 

&. We maintain, with the Confession of Augs- 
borg, that the Church is the tion of 
believers, in which the Gospel is purely preached 
and the sacraments are administered accord 
to the Bible. The Church, therefore, is 
the ae of the faith, organ 
under the liberating authority of the the 
keeper of divine revelation, the instractor of 
the Protestant people. 


grade ecclesiastical qualification as the 


4 
/ | 
4 


to which are coming in in great numbers—is — 


4. We claim, therefore, in synodal institutions: 
every 
~ | gondition of admission to Church offices. Church 


| g or Votes 0 an 
| various friends and helpers of the cause was 
‘then passed with great cordiality, and two 

boxes of beantifal communion cups, etc., 
were presented, in the name of an English 
| 
become law, as well as the general 
things, imposes new duties on the Choro 
renders necessary the close co-operation of those 
who are of the same opinion. 


preached to her members obedience to 
+ authority. She has, therefore, a right 
to claim from the State that liberty which is 
necessary in her own affairs ; and also, in geveral, 
con not distrust. 

8. The Evangelical Church must claim to re- 
tain ber positiun in the school, and « share in 
the appointment of professors of theology. 

HOME MISSIONS. 

It is a good sign that the appointment of 
agents for all kinds of mission work increases. 
And not only young pastors are called to such 
labours, but elder and experienced ministers 
leave their parishes to engage in missionary 
effort. The Home Missionary Society in 
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to Baron 
Oertzen. Mr. Ostermeger, the friend and 
assistant of Mr. Broeckelmann, who has now 
finished his first journey for the advancement 
of the interests of Sunday-echools, has been 
formally intreduced as agent of the Sunday- 
school Society at a meeting in Berlin. 
Germany was also represented at the recent 
Conference at Geneva on the observance of 
the Lord’sday. The German Minister at 
Berne, General von Réder, was authorized to 
express the sympathy of the Emperor for the 
efforts being made to promote Sunday rest. 
Mr. Baur, Court Chaplain from Berlin, and 
Count Bismarck-Bohlen were present pmongst 
others. 


PASTOR TRETZEL. 
An old friend of the Evangelical Alliance, 


and a regular attendant at its Conferences, 
Pastor Tretzel, of Nuremburg, died last 


month. Many friends of the Alliance will — 


regret that this faithful worker for Christ has 
been called away from his sphere of useful- 


Schleswig-Holstein has now appointed Pastor | nese. 

Palmer as agent. He is a very able man, A 

SPAIN. 


THE PROTESTANT STRUGGLE. 


Oran, Algeria, Oct. 7, 1876. 
In my letters to Fvangelical Christendom 
during the last two years (see the numbers 


- for June, August, and September, 1674, and 


March, April, September, and November, 
1575), 1 strove to sonnd the alarm—to fore- 
warn, and thereby to forearm, the friends of 
liberty of conslencé against the stormy black 


clonds which I thought I could deacry clearly 


in Spain's political horizon, threatening seri- 
ously the curtailment of religious liberty in 
that long-distracted and unhappy land. I 
urged earnestly that prevention was better 
than cure—that timely action might avert 
the approaching danger, and save to Spain 
that precious relic of the Revolution of 1868, 
the most precious of all the liberties she con- 
quered, at the cost of bloodshed, great con- 
Vulsiona, and nmiuch misery and ruin. But 
my reiterated warnings were unheeded. Some 
of the leading labourers, uiraid to discourage 
subscribers, persisted in representing that all 
was gOing on quietly and smoothly, while 
the ground under their feet trembled with 
the coming eatthquake, and the sky abuve 


head was charged with the electric fluid of 


the approaching tempest, Friends in and 
out of Spain shut their eyes to the evidences 


of a coming struggle, 


| 


hoping perhaps that the storm would spend 
iteelf in mere talk in the Cortes, or be dis- 
pelled by a formula which admitted of any 
interpretation, pro or con., subject to the 
whims or caprice of these in power. They 
sadly misunderstood the character of Spanish 
politicians, so hollow and untrustworthy, and 
the tendency of events in a land remarkable 
otly for corruption and unsteadiness, and 
liable to be carried away by extremes. Where 
are the Republicans, only yesterday predo- 
minant everywhere? Where are the Liberals? 
A few of the leaders are in exile, but where 
are the rank and file? Scarcely anywhere. 
The storm has burst, sweeping first over 
Mahon, then over Madrid, and extending since 
over the whole country, wherever there are 
Protestant churches or schools, All internal 
signs of the existence of Evangelical churches 
and schools are suppressed; they are de- 
clared to be contrary to the law of the Jand. 
It ‘is lawful to attract the public by sign- 
boards, inscriptions, placards, etc., to taverns, 
beer-shops, lottery-offices, bull-rings, and 


similar places, which so mightily contribute | 


to the debasement, degradation, and moral 
and material ruin of a people; but it is not 


lawful to indicate to. passers-by and casual - 
strangers where the Gospel is preached, or 
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discipline ie necessary in respect of those who 
show contempt for ber dectrise and ordinances. 
5. We wish to preserve to our Church the 
Charch Government of the King, «hich has in 
many instances proved biessing; but we 
therefore wish for that Government freedom 
from political influence. We desire the parti- 
Cipation of the synodal committee in the appoint- 
ment of the higher Charch officials. 
6. We wish no centralization in Church 
mattere | 
7. The Evangelical Church in Prussia bas | 
} 
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where a Christian education is imparted! 


People may bawl vulgar ballads or obscene | 


couplets, or howl any stuff and nonsense to 
their heart's content, anywhere and as long as 
they list; but the singing of God's praises. 
whether by adult’or infant lips, must not be 
heard in the thoroughfares! The preacher 
must lower his tone, lest some passer-by may 
overhear his message of redeeming grace! The 
practice, almost universal throughout Spain, 
of employing pedagogues to condact children to 
and fro between their homes and the schools, 
must not longer be permitted to the Protest- 
ants; it is to be henceforward the sole pri- 
vilege of Popish schools. In this way timid 
mothers will be deterred from sending their 
dear little ones unprotected through the 
streets, and will exchange the heretical schools 
for those under the control and sway of the 
priests. The printing of anything but books 
of a certain bulk is subject to censure and 
previous sanction. No newspaper must dare 
to publish any notices regarding places of wor- 
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ship, schools, or Christian literature without 
incurring serious risks. Such is the actual 
state of religious liberty—no, rather of « 
species of toleration—in Spain No doubt, it 
is hoped by the priests and their tools that, 
with these restrictions and limitations, and a 
little pressure or persnasion on individuals, 
Protestant:sm may be speedily stamped out 
of Spain! 

I have summarized the substance of the 
many telegrams which have flown over the 
civilized world during the whole of last month. — 
There is one among the last which forebodes 
some more serious complications. It is said 
that “at San Fernando an ex-priest, who 
had become a Protestant minister, publicly 
preached rebellion against the Government! 
Does this foreshadow the inauguration of a 
system of espionage, or the suborning of false 
witnesses, in order to lay hands on the ex- 
priests who now preach the Gospel? Time 
will show. A. Bewortet. 


NORTHERN ARICA. 
PREACHING TO SPANIARDS AND JEWS. 


Oran, Algeria, Yet. 7, 1876. 

‘The publication of Mrs. Benoliel's appeal 
in Evangelical Christendom of September last, 
and its reproduction in other Christian periodi- 
cals, is calling forth most gratifying and en- 
couraging responses of kind sympathy and 
generous offers of assistance. For the infor- : 
mation of those good friends and others who 
may wish to assist in the accomplishment of 
this most desirable and very urgent object, 
will you kindly allow me to state concisely 
what it is we want? We want a preaching ’ 
hall—a plain, unadorned building—in a central 
locality, as near as may be to the Jewish 
quarter, and capable of holding at least 500 
persons. No place of the kind is to be found 
on lease, and therefore one must be built. An 
iron church, one of those made expressly for 
hot climates, will answer the purpose well, or 
else brick or stone must be employed. Timber 
must be excluded, as too liable to catch fire. 
I om now searching for a suitable site, fully 
persuaded that God will send us adequate 
means. So soon as an estimate can be made 
out I will lay the particulars before your 
readers. 


By the blessing of God upon my feeble efforts, 


the foundations of an Evangelical Church 
in this city were laid on the rd ult., By the 
admission to membership of twelve Spanish 
converts, and the celebration of the Lord's 
Supper in this house. It was indeed a time 
of refreshing from. the presence of the Lord, 
and we felt that the Master himself was in the 
midst of us and ‘blessed us. The meetings 
continue to be held in this house on Sabbath 
and Thursday evenings, the latter being a 
Bible and singing class. As the laws forbid 
the assembling of more than twenty persons 
without previous sanction, and that only en 
famille, I am compelled to restrict the meet- 
ings to the most serious inquirers. 

If sufficient funds are forthcoming for build- 
ing a preaching hall, I pledge my word t> the 
contributors that our Mission Board will hold 
the property in trust for the use of all Evan- 
gelical labourers that may come to proclaim 
the Gospel in this city. An English service, 
for the benefit of sailors, residents, and tra- 
vellers, is greatly needed. There are fre- 
quently as many as ten or more Engiish 
steamers and ships in the port of Oran, and 
commerce between Oran and England is 


rapidly increasing. A. 


‘ 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE BRITISH ORGANIZATION AT SOUTHPORT, 
LANCASHIRE. 


In the spring of the present year the 
Council of the British Organization of the 
Alliance were gratified by receiving s cordial 


To this invitation 
gave a cordial acceptance, and 
wale to secure a suitable 
tation from the British and Foreign 
ae ed Alliance to be present and 
the 
erence just held was largely at- 
the friends of Christian union 
parts of the United Kingdom 
, as well as from the Continent, 
whoee addresses were listened to with much 


harmony of feeling that prevailed throughout, 
rendered this Conference at Southport one of 
to any previous Conferences which have been 


held by the Alliance in different parts of the | 


United Kingdom. It opened with a 

SOCIAL MEETING 
on Tuesday evening, October 3, held in the 
Town Hall, for mutual introduction. 

After refreshments had been served, the 
chair was taken by J. Fishwick Stead, Esq. 

The hymn, “Great the joy when Chrie- 
tians meet,” having been sung, a portion of 
Scripture was read by the Rev. Canon 
Clarke, and prayer offered by the Rev. A. M. 
Stalker, of Southport. 

The Chairman said Southport was honoured 
for the first time with the of the 
members of the Evangelical Alliance, and 
they; were met that night to give them a 
kindly and hearty greeting. He was only 
sorry that-the weather had not been so fa- 


were indeed united to 


= 


like to say, remem 
, even Christ; and all ye are brethren.” 
address of welcome would be given by 
the Rev. Canon Clarke, who had done more 
than most men in Southport to promote true 
evangelical alliance, and to whom they owed 


The Rey. Canon Olarke,D.D., Vicar of Christ 
Church, Southport, then addressed the visi- 
tors who had come from different parts of the 
United Kingdom and abroad. He said: “ You 
have announced that I should give a word of 
welcome to our brethren on this occasion. I 
rise very gladly to do so. I suppose I am 
put forward as a representative man, having 
been in the town now working for twenty- . 
seven years. And I suppose I am to speak 
for my brethren of different denominations— 
for the Church, which is represented on this 
platform ; for the Congregationalists, who are 
also here ; for the Wesleyan body ; for the Bap- 
tists; and also for the Presbyterian bod y. lam 
tospeak for all, and must have something of a 
catholic mind. On behalf of all my brethren of 
different denominations in this town of South- 
port, I bid you all who love the Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity—although you do not ail 
think exactly alike on points which we believe 
to be of very trivial importance in compari 
with the great points on which you do all 
agree—to all of you who come from different 
parts of England, from my own country over 
the water, and from Scotland, and from the 
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| vourable as could be wished, but kind and 
_ loving hearts would beam brightly upon the 
| strangers; and it would be « joy to all to 
in know that there had been a very happy and 
. | successful Conference. All true and evangelical 
geli alliance was and must be based on union 
to aster. 
pro 
a key-note that night, he 
@ great measure that Kind and barimonious 
| feeling which, by God’s blessing, had existed 
interest, The fraternal intercourse enjoyed on for so many years amongst the various Chris- 
this occasion ; the various subjects considered, | tian denominations in that town. 
more especially relating to Continental mis- | 
sions; the cultivation of mutual respect and | ° 
common action among Christians of various | 
Evangelical denominations, together with the | 
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Continent of Earope—from France, Belgium, for three things f ‘No,’ I said; ‘I don’t + 
and Germany, and I know not how many know that I ever heard of that’ ‘Oh,’ 
places besides—to every one of you, male he added, ‘ it is quite a common saying; it is 
and female—for we are all one in Christ famous for ite three S's. They say it is 


Jesus—I bid you a hearty welcome. Well, famous for its sand, its shrimps, and its 
now, you must underst:nd that we people sermons!’ I was very glad to hear that 

here are very proud of our town. Southport had not only got a name for sand 
We think there is scarcely any place in the | and shrimps, but that it had got a name for 
world like it ; and in some respects it is very _ sermons likewise, throughout a great portion 
remarkable indeed. You will have an op of the northern district of England. I hope 
portunity of seeing it by-and-bye, when the all our brethren will prepare more care- 
rain is over and gone; and when our own fully for their pulpit exercises, in order 


peculiar sun begins to shine upon us, as I that we may keep up the reputation 
trust it will do to-morrow, you will see a very Southport in this respect likewise. It is 
remarkable place indeed. It is remarkable beautiful town, ladies and gentlemen, who 
in this respect especially, that it is built upon know nothing about it. We have very fine 
some 


» 


sand, drifting sand. No other foundation | streets, of them very wide, especially 
has it than that. fifty or sixty years this Lord Street; and I have heard a clergy- 
ago it was thought impossible that a house man of great note in former days, who used 
even of brick could be built upon such a very often to come here, speak of it in 
foundation as we have in Southport. That very rapturous terms—I mean the late Canon 
is positively the state of the case. And Stowell. Many a time he has etood with me 
yet, you see, the soil has been made, and on the balcony of this very room and looked 
houses have been built, and churches and out upon Lord Street—upon the gardens 
chapels have. been erected ; and we have some there, and the trees growing round this part ; 
lofty spires in the town, and we find all stand and he used 

than 


securely, somehow or other, notwithstanding more 


not any wonderful scenery about us here ; we Continent of Europe will have an oppor- 
owe our distinction to the pure air of heaven | tunity of seeing—lI trust even in this country 
which God has graciously given us, and which that resembles their beautiful 


man and as I have been, have seen great | Southport is famous for the anity which sub- 
changes in this town of Southport. Some | sists in it amongst Christian people. I have 
thirty years ago there were only about 4,000 | many and many a time heard it said that 
inhabitants here, and now we number 30,000 | there was actually an Evangelical Alliance in 
residents, And the town has gone on in-| this town of Southport, carried out into 
creasing in every way—I trust in spiritual | practice day by day, week by week, and year 
things as well as in temporal. As there are| by year. And I do know, as a fact, that 
reporters here, I venture to say this even- | some persons have been attracted to South- 
ing what I think may interest a great | port as a place of residence from the very fact 
many—that this town of Southport was/| that we never quarrel here—that we never 
named by our present Prime Minister in one | fall out—at any rate, that we keep it to our- 
of his early works, called ‘ Venetia,’ some forty | selves when we do. It is, to my mind, the 
or fifty years ago. It is extraordinary that | greatest possible joy and the greatest possible — 
he should have had knowledge of it, if he | pleasure thus to live in unity; and I do be- 
really had knowledge of it. But it is a fact | lieve that it does us all good. It is well | 
that he makes one of the heroes of that book | when ministers of different denominations 
come to Southport three or four separate | can meet together and grasp one another's 
times to buy several things, and to hunt for | hand in a friendly way, and sit down together 
somebody that was missing. I did not know | to talk of those things which all hold in 
it was such an important place, or known to | common, and to feel that we, as we believe 
so infiportant a man. Perhaps some have yet | we are, are in Jesus. I trust . 
to learn what this town is famousfor. I only | and hope that this feeling of unity will ever 
i and I hope also that 


heard it during the last week, when a gen- | continue amongst us, pe 
tleman from a distance came to visit me, and | other places will take an-example by us., I 
think a place can really be happy, 


said, ‘Do you know that Southport is famous d> not 


. piasts that someumes Visit us, We have, Continental town. So that our friends from 
makes the town of Southport what it really Continental towns. I need not say more on 

is. It has grown marvellously. Those who | the attractions of the town; but I believe, 

have been long here, as my friend the Chair- | above all other things, that this town of 

<_$ 


sweeter fellowship with Him 
ever found before. There is a blessed time 
coming when all these little distinctions which 
separate us will be completely done away— 
when we shall see the Lord Jésus Christ himself 
in His glory, and when we shall be transformed 
into Hie blessed image. I am sure we shall 
think very little indeed of those things which 
kept ws asunder, and we .shall bless His 
name who has made us all one, clothed us all 
in the same robe of righteousness, and pre- 
pared for us one great home—those many 
mansions in His Fathers kingdom. As I 
said at the commencement, so I say at the 
close—we wish you, very dear Christian 
friends of different denominations, a hearty 
welcome to our town of Southport.” 

John Finch, Esq., Treasurer of the Alliance, 
replied on behalf of the English members. He 
referred to the fact that the cradle of the 
Alliance was in this county; so it was not 
surprising that Southport partook of that 
eminent Christian virtue of union. If the 
Alliance had done nothing else during the 
thirty years of its existence, it had originated 
united prayer among Christians of different 
sections of the Church the world. 
They might search history, and not find any 
society that ever introduced that feature into 
Christian life. There were many people who 
entertained feelings in accordance with the 
Alliance, but did not enrol their names in its 
membership ; which showed that unity was 
desired by many Christians in various parts 
of the world. The Alliance had been useful 
in staying persecution among Christians ; and 
the amount of good done in this way was 
untold. He concluded by saying that from 
the moment they received the invitation to 
Southport, they felt they were invited to a 
warm-hearted Christian community. A more 
cordial or gratifying address had never been 
received. It would de them good, and he 
trusted their meetings would be characterized 
by a high standard of spirituality, because it 
was a spiritual power alone which the Alli- 


ance exercised. 


had been 
much influenced by the good example of 
their English friends. He was in Brussels 
at the time of the war, and he there saw 
what the English 
He assisted the 
money, and he saw how nobly the Eng 
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and I don’t think that people can really live| Findlay Anderson, Esq., repl ying on behalf 
in happiness, where there is not this bro- of Scotland, said it gave him great pleasure 
therly union and friendship existing, as there | to be present that evening, and to witness the 
has been so long amongst us. I hope that | warm welcome they had given to the repre- 
this meeting and the meetings during the | sentatives present. Coming from Scotland, he 
week will be the means of furthering this | felt it all the more, and he would return to 
union even still more. I trust we shall enjoy | that country and tell them of the Christian 
sweet converse one with another—that we | spirit and love that existed in Southport. 
shall know one another better as servants Pastor Fisch, Secretary of the Paris Com- 
of our great Master, Jésus Christ; and I | mittee of the Alliance, said they were not 
hope, above all things, that this meeting will | good geographists in France, and he would 
lead us closer to Him, and make us find | make that fact explain the reason of his nerer 
hearing of Southport before, although he 
looked upon England as his second native 
the matter now, 
some few years ago it 
although to-day it 
city. He had found 
very kind people 
them that he would 
this part of England 
reminded him of that great event in 1845, 
in Liverpool, where it was decided to form 
an Evangelical Alliance. The Alliance in 
France was formed at Lyons in 1844, a year 
earlier than in England, yet it wae weaker in 
his country. He was glad to see that Eng- 
land saw their position and assisted them. . fe 
y had to fight with the diffi- 
in a Catholic country; Eng- 
privilege of being a Protestant 
e hoped she would long con- 
d that privilege. He asked 
in endeavouring t6 put down 
superstition. They ought to 
opery, for it was hard work 
live in a country dominated by 
Popery, where they must either be Jesuits or »f- 
infidels. Popery had its eye upon them, 
and when they separated there was an outcry 
from the Roman Catholics that they were 
7 always separating; that three Protestants 
could not unite together without quarrelling. 
This was good for them, for just now in their 
Protestant clurches they were about to form 
society that they might be more 
united. He felt exceedingly happy in South- 
port, and in future it would be one amongst 
the many towns of England that would be 
most dear to him. 
M. St. Hilaire, member of the French 
Institute, also addressed the meeting. He 
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try to realise the number of the stars, and the 
before the | infinitude of space ; and then, perhaps, you 


4 
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it is well to draw down upon as many as as- 
ing | semble together the promised blessing ; but it 
good wherever he could, only just is better still—I think I may be permitted 


respects, under the benner of the Cross, in the 
face of an ungodly world. We are in the 
world for this very purpose. We have been 
Then our friend, so long connected with the | called out of it in one sense, that we might be 
igi in it in another. We are debtofs to God's 


a 
“« Let all the saints terrestrial sing, Christianity which is distinctly Christless, it 
With those to glory gone 


For all the ts of 
|from every clime and nation, of various 


Beloved friends, our Lord’s prayer for us is | white men, from Europe, Asia, Africa, 
_ that we all may be one. Our own watch- | America, and from the whole 
: - word is, “ Ye are the body of Christ, and | ing with one voice and spirit 
members in particular.” We know compa-| which overcomes the world is one 
| . ratively little as yet of the variety of spiritual | sible. _We\ meet once more upon 
gifts, Look to the starry firmament above’; |and what I will venture to call hallowed 


rivers discover the variety of spiritual graces, and 
| an ungodly world! We look for, and we/are cemented in their unity, we shall be 
shall surely obtain, an abundant blessing. | better prepared for heaven. Thus in some 
Our union here below is but the counterpart | measure we may bring duwn heaven here 
iance truly is not 
) upon which it 
of love which it 
tful prospect when we come to — | 
otherwise. 
—he also has ceased from his labours, and | grace for the spirit of love ani union ; and . 
leaves a name and reputation always to be| while the divisions and controversies of 
affectionately remembered. Pastor Jayet, of | Christians are held up to scorn by infidels 
Lausanne, President of the Swiss Committee | and enemies of the faith, it is our privilege 
of the French-speaking Branch of the Evan-/ to cast all minor points of difference to the 
gelical Alliance ; the Hon. J. W. Van Loon, | four winds, and to let all men known that 
_ @f Amsterdam ; H. Carre Tucker, Esq., c.8., | Christ ie our Master, and that we are His 
of this country ; and others, whom time does | disciples. Beloved friends, if there be many 
not permit to mention more fully now, form | Antichriste, if there be those who hate and 
the latest connecting links in the chain which | deny our Master, if some would detract from 
binds us to our friends above. Let us sound | His work, if others would add to His merits, 
i 


countries. Necessarily our thoughts will roam 
over the whole area of Europe in its relation- 


pra 
machinations of Popish priestcraft may be ut- 
terly defeated in that unfortunate country. 
In connection with the general upheaving 
_ which we notice in the East, the condition of 
God’s ancient people now sojourning in Europe 
claims our attention. 


spirit and in thought towards America; dnd, 
in short, British Christians, as emphatically 
citizens of the land 6f the Bible, will be called 
upon to consult with their foreign brethren 
upon the best means of promoting world-wide 
Christian union. May the Great Teacher 
himself be present—the Lord, the Giver of 
Life! May He be our Counsellor and Guide! 
May He hallow each sentence and direct each 
thought! May you, one and all, beloved 
friends, experience much blessing to your 
own souls throughout this Conference, and 


carry hence away with you to your several 


homes the living tokens of transformation into 
the image of that precious Saviour and Re- 
‘deemer, who that all His people might 
be one! If such, indeed, be the result of this 
Conference, we may reasonably hope for « 
large accession of strength to the Evangelical 
Alliance. Its corporate vitality will ever 
depend largely upon the light, life, and 
holiness of its individual members. In 


forwarding the interests of the Alliance, we | right 


shall promote the spread of the Gospel and 
the kingdom of the Redeemer in men’s hearts. 
“Thy kingdom come,” will be more than 
ever our daily prayer—in all its gtowing 
influence, in all its constraining power. Our 
eyes will be lifted up in anxious anticipation 
of the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
of that world-wide conversion when the 
knowledge of the Lurd shall cover the earth 
as the waters cover the sea. Meanwhile, be 


us in everything. 
- Prayer was offered by Mr. W. E. 


of Burnfoot, and the benediction pronounced. 


John Rylands, Esq., of Manchester, was 


taries for the present 


tion as these resolutions were obviously 
! and just in view of the Christian prin- 
ciples of charity and equity, it became a deli- 
cate thing to assume there could be any 
need whatever for their enforcement. When 
he heard the affecting address which had 
been read that morning, his heart was 
very much touched. What names were 
those which were recalled to the memory - 
—names of men, members of the Alliance, 
who, during the twelve months past, had been 
gathered to the home of the Church above ! 
z2 
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ground. Many interesting topics lie before | the time long or short which must yet elapse 
us; let us approach them with much prayer, | before the regeneration of all things, it will 
that a rich and abundant blessing may be | be for us to stand shoulder to shoulder under 
vouchsafed to all our discussions. The present | the banner of love, to discover fresh bonds 
critical state of Eastern Evrope cannot fail to | and centres of union, to break down the 
interest us greatly. “Men of Macedonia” | barriers of bigotry and prejudice, to persevere 
are indeed crying out for help and sympathy. | in our endeavours to make the Evangelical 
Whether or not “the drying up of the great | Alliance not only a name, but a great and 
river Euphrates” is the symbol of Turkish | blessed reality. With these few general 
decadence may not be absolutely certain, but | remarks, beloved friends, I commend the 
what is certain is that a way is preparing for | subjects which will be brought before you to 
fresh enterprise and increased efforts to pro- | your most prayerful attention, and I most 
mote the great Redeemer’s kingdom in those earnest] trust that God will guide and direct 
ship tothe Gospel. Our hearts will be drawn | 
out towards Spain in her new trials, and let BUSINESS PROCEEDINGS. 

eh called to the chair, and briefly introduced the 
business of the day. Mr. W. B. Carter, of 
Nottingham, moved that the Revs. F. Cooper, 
u.a., J. Chater, wa, J. L. Rentoul, and James 
Davis, and Mr. A. J. Arnold be the secre. 
of Jerusalem ; they shall r that love | Conference. Dr. Ogle, 
hea!” We shalt” the ecean in| Derby, seconded ‘the resolution, which 
: was unanimously carried. Mr. Thomas Wig- 
field, of Rotherham, moved that the members 
: of the Conference be requested to give notice 
to the Council of all matters intended to be 
introduced by them, so that the order may 
be arranged by which they shall be sub- 
mitted to the Conference. The Rev. J, 
Chater seconded the resolation, which was 
jagreed to. The Chairman named a com- 
_mittee to nominate the Council fer the en- 
| suing year. 
| PRACTICAL RESOLUTIONS. 
‘The “ Practical Resolations” ordered to’be 
read at' each Annual Conference, enjoining 
upon all members of the Alliance the duty 
of mutual forbearance and brotherly love in 
their conduct, and in the. use of the press, 
platform, and pulpit, etc, were read by : 
the Rev. J. H. Rigg, p.p., of London, who, 
in enforcing them, said he had a difficult and 
somewhat delicate task, for just in propor- 


some eminent sculptor. People looked 


it, and at a distance caught its outlines | 


truly; they appreciated its meaning, its 
spirit, its grandeur; but if they were to 
come near to that self-same work of art, and 
took to criticizing it in detail, to noting its 
composition and the marks of the tools upon it, 
they would indeed find munch in it that was 
open to detailed criticism, if they pleased so to 
criticize it. Very much like that had been 
the general effect of the Alliance. Let people 
come and look at them and their meetings, and 
perhaps it would be said they were not persons 
of much majesty, not persons of very great 
genius—persons who seemed as simple Chris- 
tians come together after a very common 
fashion. Yes, but people of other lands, and of 
other religions than their own, saw truly what, 
if he might so speak, was the physiognomy, 
what was the outlying character of this 
organization; and they saw it bore upon it 
the very likeness and character of heaven, that 
it was the embodiment of one of the noblest 
conceptions which it is‘ possible to put into 
any form of organization whatsoever, and 
that until such principles as these shall have 
received practical support and adhesion far 


and spiritual anion of believers in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. That wasthe basis upon which 
these resolutions proceeded. They were not 
to profess latitudinarian indifference either as 
to questions of creed or church organization ; 
they were to feel that their opinions were 
likely to differ from the opinions of other 
brethren in Christ Jesus; but notwi i 
they could go to others and say, “If thy 
heart be as my heart, give me thine hand.” 
They might lament thet there was a certaii 
amount of acrimony from time to time in 
ecclesiastical and theological discussions ; but 
he believed there was far less now than was 
not say that was due to Alliance, except 
so far as that organization had contributed. 
towards the influences which had prodaced 
that result. They had to try to put into 
operation the principles of the Alliance, to 
be full of personal allowance and love, as far 
as they could, for the men who held opposite 
principles, and were striving in their own way 
to do the Lord’s work in bringing souls to 
the knowledge of His salvation. 
_ ANNUAL REPORT. 


The Secretary (the Rev. James Davis) pre- 
sented the annual report, of which the follow- 
ing is a brief abstract :-— 


The Council cal] attention to the fact that, 
adopting as the basis of the Alliance, ; 
tem t in inci 
Alliance has supplied the only practical solution 
to the difficulties which surround the question of 
Christian union. Thirty years of jte history 
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If all the names of the distinguished and de- | beyond eG wn ive received at this 
voted members of the Alliance could be | moment, they never see the kingdom 
gathered together, and note taken of the | of Christ in its full sense—the kingdom of 
glorious and blessed catalogue, he thought | heaven—righteousness, peace, and joy in the 
people would come to the conclusion that| Holy Ghost, established as widely om the 
this Alliance had been honoured and dis- | earth as it was desired to be. Those who 
tinguishel by the adhesion to it of men of | organized the Alliance thirty years ago recog- 
the most precious and the rarest characters | nized existing differences and distinctions in 
connected with all the Evangelical Churches | organization, in ecclesiastical principles, and 
of thie and other lands. That was a con-| even in general theological tendency and sen- 
sideration which found its proper place when | timent. They said, Keep your convictions, keep 
they were endeavauring, as it was called, to | your distinctions, maintain your adhesion to 
enforce these “ practical resolutions.” These | your own respective communions as firmly as 
resolutions were, in fact, a manifesto of the | ever you have done; but recognize, at the same 
principles upon which such men had striven | time, that there is a ground of union deeper, 
to act in their relations with other Christians | wider, more vital, more spiritual, far more 
and with other Churches than their own. | heavenly, far more precious, than these ' 
It would be affectation to attempt to dis- | sectional unions, however good they may be ; 
guise that they had not gathered to them-/ and that the ground of union is the essential 
selves as large a following of Christian 
ministers and brethren as they could have 
desired, and as probably the founders of the 
Alliance expected. Yet, for all that, there 
was a countervailing consideration which 
came before their view—the influence of the 
: Alliance had been vastly beyond the limits 
of its mere organization. It had extended 
its moral influence far and wide amongst 
those who hed never been counted members | 
of the Alliance, and very far indeed beyond | 
the shores of these kingdoms. The Al- 
liance might be compared to the work of 
at 
The Council refer to the present ing the 
increased effort in extending the society at home 
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they & oo im Southport — fact which be wished could 
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wane thew for? bed God Paster Fisch, of Paris, next. He 
of anion thougit the Alliance hed done great work for 
they | France, and the could awure them that they 
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in order to direct the spiritual energies of the 
Churches of Christ to obtain a freer hearing 
for the Gospel of Christ amongst the nations 
of Europe. It seemed to him they would be 
misunderstanding the signs of the times if 
they did not feel that the present crisis was 
God's call to Christians of every name to go 
forth into the fields, which were white already 
unto harvest. He trusted that Evangelical 
Christians would be more than ever united in 
carrying out the great purposes which God 


intended them to carry out, and spread abroad, | j 


im the dark and benighted parts of Europe, 
the simple and glorious doctrines of the Gospel 
of our Lord Jeéus Christ. 7 


- Prayer was offered by~the Rev. Robert | i 


- Johnston, of London, and the Rev. Edward 
_ Lightwood, of Southport. 

Lord Radstock read portions of a letter from 
Dr. Ziemann, at present at the seat of strife 
in the East, imploring the help of British 
Christians to relieve the sufferings of 87,000 
refugees, who were more or less without food 
and clothing. The people, he said, were a 
devout people, and not indisposed to receive 
the Gospel. 

Lord Radstock and Thomas Wigfield, Esq., 
of Rotherham, also offered prayer, and the 
benediction was pronounced. The Conference 
then proceeded to the consideration of 

CHRISTIAN MISSIONS IN EUROPE. 

Donald Matheson, Esq., of London, presided, 
and briefly, introduced the subject of the 
day. He said they were met to consider the 
subject of Continental Missions, and it seemed 

_ to him that the Alliance \could not engage in 
anything more entirely in harmony with its 
principles than the subject of missions on the 


particular. 
must bea spirit of true unity, endeavouring 


peace. He felt thankful, as one connected 
with several missions, that the Alliance had 


dormant minds were awakened by the mes- 
sage of divine love, antl conversions to some 


hand, there is a danger in concentration. On 
the Continent, also, it was undesirable to 


it was of importance to assist all true 
carried on by individual efforta But 
and many other delicate matters of 
would require special consideration at 
future Conference. 

The Rev. J. B. Paton, m.a., of Nottin 
then read a paperon “ The Present State of 
Europe in relation to the Spread of the 
Gospel.” [This paper will appear in next 
month’s number of Hvangelical Christendom. } 

The Rev. Horace Noel spoke of the 


to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of 


be attained by the present meeting—the 
discovery of the best means of uniting the 
different workers on the Oontinent in one 

t countries of Europe, there was 
no reason to doubt that at the present time 
there was a very remarkable preparedness for 
the reception of the Gospel, and also that 
whenever Christians went forth to preach the 
Gospel simply, earnestly, and in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, and in dependence on the 
Holy Spirit, there was a readiness to listen, 


have erratic workers ; but, on the other hand, — 
rk 


= 
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God in te difficult circumstances under which | Continent of Europe, because if there \/as t© 
they were at present placed. Special prayer | be any success in that work, it must be carried 
was also offered for the maintenance of peace | on simply in the name of the Lord J esu® 
throughout Europe, and for wisdom to be; Christ, and for the glory of God, and not for 
given to those who were at the helm of 
political affairs, that the result might be the 
maintenance of peace and the advancement 
of the kingdom of Christ. 
The Rev. S. Pearson, u.a., of Liverpool, 
presided, and after reading @ portion of Scrip- | been led to initiate this subject, and he trusted 
ture, said they were met together under pe-/| it would lead to more important conferences 
culiar circumstances in the history of this| of thet character. it was a proof of the 
country. It would be improper to refer to| practical natare of the operations of the 
any of the political aspects of the relations in| Alliance that it was able to take up such a 
which they stood to other countries, but it | subject, and he desired that one object might 
might be permitted to him to suggest, whether ' 
it would not be a wise course on the part of all 
Christians to take advantage of the present 
excitement, and of ihe present attention which 
was being called to the Continent of Europe, 
a extent have followed. What a solemn re- 
sponsibility thas rests upon British Christians 
n this island, when we reflect that across the 
Channel there are millions of sculs who have 
never seen, far less read, the Bible ! With re- 
ference to the matter of creating an intelligent 
nterest in this country in such a work, it was 
difficult to ascertain what was best. There 
ought to be a conscientious reading of mis- 
sionary news, and united prayer meetings, 
not only for prayer, but for information. 
There were other subjects they needed to con- 
sider : for instance, the undesirableness of mul- 
tiplying societies in this country; on the other 
of British Christians with regard to the Con- 
tinent. He could assure the meeting that, 


: 


prayer-meeting, which grew into a native 
Evangelical church, none having previously 
existed in that place. In 1816 the late 
Robert Haldane went to Geneva, where Soci- 
nianism then-reigned supreme, and collected 
a Bible-class of theological students, of whom 
the larger part were converted, and several 
became eminent for their evangelical lahours. 
Two of these were Frederic Monod and Merle 


of Paris, during a short visit which they paid 
to that city soon after the siege, that they 
felt themselves called by God to leave their 


spoken had become the word of life 


; 

oF 


servants of Christ, seeking to win souls. 


to missionary work. There were abundant: 


opportunities for this if only they had the 
heart for it; and to any that were so disposed 
he would say, “ Go, and the Lord be with 
you.” Mr. Noel then moved the adoption of 
the following resolutions :— 

1. “This Conference desires to place on 


record its solemn conviction of the import- 
portant | ance of the evangelical work now being car- 


ried on in many parts of Europe, and its 
thankful recognition of the blessing which 
the Great Head of the Church has vouch- 
safed thereto.” 

2. “This Conference would express its 
deep sense of the inadequacy of the measures 
of support hitherto accorded to those mis- 
sions by the Christian people of this land, and 


| its earnest hope that the various sections of 
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from what he had seen on the Continent in 
the course of the last four years, the openings 
for missionary work were very great indeed. 
Tracts distributed among the wotking people | home at Hadleigh in the autumn of 1871 
were thankfully received and attentively read, | and begin a mission on their own account at 
although these people were professedly either | Belleville. Mr. M‘All opened his first mis- 
Roman Catholics or unbelievers. Foreign | sion-room at Belleville in January, 1872, 
Protestants were far too few and too feeble to | and from that period had gone forward 
accomplish the task of evangelizing their | steadily to the present time, when he had no 
own countries, and it was, therefore, the duty | less than eighteen of such stations opened in 
of English Christians to come, forward and | various parts of Paris. His rooms were 
take their share in the work. They possessed | crowded with attentive hearers, and many 
peculiar advantages for the task; they were | cheering evidences were supplied that the word 
lees likely to be suspected by the authorities of | EES to some 
political intrigues ; and in regard tothecommon | that heard it. With regard to the question, how 
. people, they could preach the Gospel simply | the Christians of this country should take a 
and uncontroversially, with little danger of | practical share in the evangelization of the 
being thought to be in complicity with priests | Continent: In the first place, those who 
and Jesuits. It was also an advantage to have 
liberty had allowed of a high development of 
religious activity, and thus to have become 
habituated to evangelistic enterprise. The 
missionary going to a station among the 
heathen, would ordinarily have a journey of 
some weeks, and then require some months 
for the study of the language; but a tra- 
veller going to France or Belgium might 
leave home in the morning and find himself 
at night in the midst of a population speaking 
a language which he himself had learnt per- 
haps in the nursery. Mr. Noel gave some ex- 
amples of the success which God had granted | 
to the missionary labours of British Christians a still more effective means of doing good. In 
on the Continent. An English lady who went | the works published by Mrs. Shipton they 
in failing health to drink the waters at Spain | might see how much might, with God's 
' the summer of 1873, founded there a little | blessing, be accomplished by an invalid wan- 
dering from place to place in search of health. 
| Bat the best of all would be to go abroad them- 
| selves with the express object of settling down 
| 
| 
| 
d’Aubigné. Casar Malan and Ga 
were at that time young pastors 
enlightened, received also most im 
aid from their intercourse with him. From . 
Geneva Mr. Haldane went to Montauban, 
and was there also the means of leading 
various pastors and theological students to a 
reception of the Gospel’ Among missions 
now going forward, Mr. M‘All’s. was a con- 
spicuous example. He and his wife were 
so impressed by what they saw of the con- 
; | dition and disposition of the working classes 


LLL 


societies and 


a General Conference should be summoned at 
as early a date as possible for the purpose of 
considering the whole question of Continental 
missions, both as regards the methods to 
be employed for the purpose of rousing the 
Churches of England to a sense of their re- 
sponsibility in relation to Europe, and also 
with a view, if possible, of devising methods 
of those missions.” 

The Rev. W. Park, u.a., of Belfast, seconded 
the resolutions, and proceeded to speak of the 
means of increasing the interest of British 
Christians in the evangelization of the Con- 
tinent. The first way of increasing snch 
interest was by recalling to our remem- 
brance that our religious interests and theirs 


were bound up together, so that if one speaker. He said he had already spoken to 


member of the body suffered, all must suffer, 
and if one prospered, all should be revived. 
The second means was to feel and know, and 
be persuaded, that God had put us here for 
the purpose of winning the Continent to 
Jesus. This wae illustrated at some length 
by references to past history, especially with 
regard to the work of the Culdees on the 
Continent of Europe. The third means was 
very important : it was by circulating informa- 
tion in regard to the work that was going on 
on the Continent. These Conferences were 
most useful in that respect; but one great 
need of the present day was good missionary 
magazines, Lastly, the great thing needed 
was to have some idea of the grand principles 
upon which evangelization work was to be 
carried on. These principles were illustrated 
with regard to the various nations of the Con- 
tinent, which the speaker divided into three 
classes—those which have long enjoyed firm 


_ government and Gospel light, like Germany ; 
_ those which are still-in_the furnace of revo-| i 
lution, seething with war and 
Spain; and those which, like Italy, have only 
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- | tion of the Church of the future is now being 
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lately become free, and in which the founda- 


laid. Different principles must guide our 
work in these different countries, and those 
principles were stated at some length. Finally, 
it is not an easy thing to take posession of 
Europe ; but—like the great hunter in Eng- 
land, who used to say, when asked why it 


One of the two sectional meetings was. 
held in the Town Hall. Robert Crewdson, 
Esq., of Ambleside, presided. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. John 
Hartley, and the Chairman briefly intro- 
duced the subject for consideration—“ The 
ition of the Protestant Churches in 
Europe.” 


change, like | i 


' M. Rosseeuw St. Hilaire was the first 


them of what had been done in France by 
the Evangelical Alliance, had 
with a grateful and a thankful heart. 
was 


J 


‘lation. Spain hasa very sad history, because 


the Christian Church will give increased at- 
tention to the spiritaal claims &f the mil 
lions in Europe to whom the Gospel of the 
grace of God is wholly unknown.” 
3. “ That this Conference, without trench- 
ing on ground which the Evangelical Al- 
liance has always most carefully avoided, 
would venture to s to the yarious 
churches and soslation saskinn in te coun- | was that he never missed a leap while others 
try on behalf of the Continent, and to the | drew back afraid, “Throw your heart over, 
MEE «churches established abroad, | and your horse will follow "—we must throw 
the desirability of as large an amount of we-| cur hearts into the Continental work, and, 
tual co-operation as possible, in order to the | by God's grace, we shall succeed. 
efficient and thorough cultivation of the The Rev. Dr. Manning, of London, Rev. 
ground now occupied.” A. Cusin, of Edinbargh, Rev. Carr J. Glyn, 
. a 4. “ Lastly, the Conference would urge that | and Rev. Dr. Willis having briefly supported 
Sek the resolutions, the motion was put to the 
we meeting and carried. 
TaursparY 
MERTINGS. 
CONDITION OF THE PROTESTANT CHURCHES 
IN EUROPS. 
| 
Gained what the English people had 
done for that country. Spain was a noble 
and generous country, and the home of 
Catholicity. He had not visited Spain for 
forty years, and at that time he went as an 
historian, but not as a Christiaan. He 
since written its history. If any one looks at 
the outside of Spain, he might despair. 
On arriving, a beautiful and splendid ex- 
panse of country presented itself, but it 
,was a desert. The conflict between the 
Moslems and the Christians had lasted over 
eight centuries, and one part of the work of 
destruction was the cutting down of all the 
| trees in the country. There were no trees in 
| | Spain except in valleys near the rivers. It 
| was a desert, but there was a noble - | 
upon Europe, in the times of Charles 1 
Philip mu. Whilst Rome was the head- 


-increasing immorality and infidelity of his 
country. He feared that in the larger towns, 


intemperance and crime, and giving statistics 
in reference to Berlin and other large towns, 
Pastor Erdmann then referred to the fact 
that there was not so much respect for the 


namber who showed their indiffer- 
ence to religious ministrations*by the mar- 
riages contracted nnder the new law. 
The children of such marriages were usually 
brought up without attending either Sunday- 
schools or any religious services. There was 
a brighter side, however, to this dark picture. 


ng of public meetings in concert 
halls, theatres, and similar places, where they 
could draw a class of people who would not 
enter a church or chapel. At these meetings 
matters of public interest were discussed ; the 
thoughts aad ideas of the times being illus- 
trated and corrected by reference to history, 
experience, and by the Word of God. To 
make the meetings attractive to well-educated 
people, three ministers speak on the same 
topic, thus giving variety to the thoughts 
expressed. Such meetings have been very 
successful, sometimes crowding.even to over- 


flow the rooms in which they have been held ; 
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quarters of Popery, Spain was the stronghold | Bible in Germany as in England, and that 
of Catholicism. The country had long le- | the middle classes, as a rule, rarely attended 
boured under two difficulties; one was the | any place of worship. Speaking generally, 
Inquisition, and the other absolute despotism. | he must add that, whilst the population was 
If any good effect was to be produced by | increasing, the provision for church and chapel 
Protestant missions there, it must be by | accommodation had not increased in the same 
going amongst the poor rather than among | ratio. There were, however, in Elberfeld 
the rich. He hed found the upper classes | and Barmen, and other places, new agencies 
infidel. All the bad books of the last | now at work to remedy this state of things. 
century, of the Voltaire character, were no | It was evident that Christianity had not the 
longer reed in France, but were carefally | hold upon the nation which Evangelical 
gathered and read in the libraries of Spain. | Christians believed it had. In proof of 
There was a religious feeling amongst the | this, he might refer to the large and in 
lower classes, and looking «t the country on 
the whole, he found there was a deep feeling 
of religion lying at the basis, which it was 
sorrowful to see lost. He had seen Catholic 
processions which were nothing more than 
mere nonsense and child’s play. It would 
almost make one despair if he did not know 
that a work of reformation Was going on there, | The spiritual life of German Christians has 
steadily but strongly. He had sid that y improved since the beginning of this 
Spain was the native land of Catholicism, not | century, as witnessed by the increasing 
in the sixteenth century, when Protestantism | number of able men who give themselves to 
went forth from its hiding-place and the work of the Christian ministry. Ip 
its wings over the whole of — Prussia, while there are some pronounced 
Spain was not kept apart from its rationalistic pastors, the large majority are 
There was something like a ref orthodox. The moral and religious tone of 
it was literally suffocated to death. hymn-books, sermons, aad congregations has 
had been a few sparks left, and also improved. Home missionary operations, 
kindled into a glowing fire. Ro which are of comparatively recent origin, 
licism had received a severe blow now extend through the length and breadth 
Evangelical Alliance, for the wor of the land, and promise a rich Téfvest. 
formation which had set in in S While they were awaking to their own re- 
undoubtedly its work. He asked sponsibilities in regard to the Word of God 
severe, for if the work had not the consum- | and the day of God, they were alive to the 
mation so earnestly desired, Spain would be | importance of urging upon all classes of the 

lost. community the duty of Sabbath observance, 
Pastor Erdmann, of Elberfeld, Inspector of | and he was glad to say that success was 
the Evangelical Society for Germany, said that, | attending these efforts. Some of the railway 
in speaking of the progress of evangelical | companies had promised to lessen the work 
religion in Germany, he must refer to the | put upon their officials on Sunday. [Ile 
; agencies at work in the churches, and referred 
at least, these evils were outgrowing Chris- | to a new kind of effort, commenced this year 
tianity, both as regards numbers and influence. 
If, however, they. were compelled to admit 
that the moral and religious life of the nation 
- were low, it must be also admitted that their 
omissions and deficiencies had partly con- 
tributed to this end, This should lead to 
deep humiliation and confession before God, 
and to the awakening to a sense of respon- 
sibility and duty. Touching upon the dese- 
cration of the Lord’sday, the prevalence of = 


— 
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traditionalism and scepticism, together with 
the influence they exert on the religious con- 
dition both of the Continent and of this 


more liberally maintained and more widely 
extended. This Conference, therefore, urgently 
commends the cause of Jewish missions to the 
sympathy, support, and prayers of all the 
members and friends of the Alliance.” 

THE STATE OF PAPAL EUROPE. 


An addresson “The State of Papal Europe,” 
contributed by the Rev. Wm. Arthur, ma., 
of London, was read by the Rev. R. W. 
Boyns, of Southport. [This paper will appear 
in the next month’s number of Avangelical 

The meeting closed with prayer by the 


Rev. Carr J. Glyn. 


Taurspay Merrie. 


The Town Hall having been found insuffi- 
cient for the number of persons wishing to 
obtain admission, the meeting this evening 
was held in the large Cambridge Hail; John 
B. Fell, eq, presided. Prayer having been 


1, 1678. 
offered by the Rev. E. T. Prast, of Northamp- 


kingdom in all the nations of Europe! 
The Rev. James Davis said he had 


been rendered to the Alliance by the gentle- 
men of the Press. He must say their re- 
ports of the various meetings which had been 
held had been accurate and admirable. Such 
reports should make us more than ever proud 
of the British Press, . 

The Rev. R. S. Asbton, B.a., after re- 


\ 


ferring to the interest with which great poli- 


ton, 
i 
After a few remarks by Mr. William Mor- 
gan, of Blackrock, and the Rev. T. Penrose, 
of Reading, the meeting concluded with prayer 
by the Rev. A. Casin. 
THE GOSPEL AMONG EUROPEAN JEWS. 
This sectional meeting was held in the 
Council Chamber. W. B. Carter, Esq., of 
Nottingham, presided, After prayer, the 
Chairman made a few introductory remarks, 
and called upon the Rev. R. Grant Brown, 
of London to read a paper, prepared by the | waldensian and 
Rev. Josiah Miller, ua. who was prevented an 
[This paper will appear in next month's | Christian missions have already made such 
number of Evangelical Christendom. | progress in the darkest of Roman Catholic 
A vote of thanks to the writer, with ex-| countries ought we not jliankfully to take 
pressions of sympathy, having been passed, courage and hope for still greater things in 
the following resolution, moved by the Rev. | the future? We have long been zealously 
Fredk. Smith, Secretary, and seconded by the engaged in mission work both at home and 
Rev. Allen Windle, of the London Jews’ abroad, but Christian philanthropy seems to 
Society, Liverpool, was carried unanimously : | pave taken a bound from the shores of our 
“ That the large number of Jews dwelling in | j3.24 to the distant regions of Africa and Asia, 
Europe, and the prevalence among them of | ang passing over, to have left comparatively 
uncared-for the millions on the Continent of 
Europe who have not heard the sound of a 
Christian missions among them should be | Continent are now accessible to Christian mis- z 
sions, and we are placed much in the position 
of St. Paul when in the vision he saw a man 
of Macedonia praying him and saying, “Come 
| over and help-us.” God has given to the 
Christians of England the means—may He 
also give them hearts to use them for His 
glory and the extension of the Redeemer’s 
pleasing duty to discharge, in the name of the 
meeting and in the name of the members of 
. the Alliance. He wished gratefully to ac- 
knowledge the valuable serviees-which had 
| 


f 

j 


gone,—it bad not ; but a very large portion of 
the population did not believe in the priests 
as they used todo, They had been shocked 
at the immorality of the priesthood—he 


brethren abroad. 


burgh, expressed 
ing of the Evangelical Alliance at Southport 
had been so successful. It was difficult to 
indicate by definite and tabulated statistics 


the good which during the past thirty years | 


of ite history it had effected. On a careful 
review of the influence it had exerted, it had 
earned a good title to the confidence and re- 
spect of the Christian commuuity at large. It 
was something that it had secured a platform 
on which Christians of all denominations 


_ might meet, interchange salutations of Chris- 


tian love, and become ‘acquainted with the 
Christian work €arried on in different fields 


at home and abroad. Moreover, it would be | i 


(Yovember 1. 
difficult to estimate how much the union and 
co-operation which had been manifested in 
recent years outside the Alliance was in 
reality due to the apirit of brotherhood which 
it was ite special function to promote and 
‘ater. The report of the Alliance for this 
year showed what had. been done to arrest 
and mitigate the cruelty of Tarkish misrale 
so early as the beginning of last year. Had 
certain diplomatists on the shores of the Boe 
phorus entered into the spirit of the Alliance, 
and had they availed themselves of the depu- 
tation it sent to Constantinople in order te 
impress on the Government of the Sultan the 
necessity and duty of consulting the good 


FF 


in Cape Town, and might be sowing the seeds 
of divine truth in a uiultitade of young minds 


one of the strongholds of Popery. In the last 
has 


doubled ; there will soon be one in every 
parish. Materialism exists to a lamentable 
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riches on the one side, and what an amount 
of poverty on the other! One of their mis 
sionaries had lately visit from mayor, 
who told him that his village had teen for- 
merly quite Popish, bat that they saw how 
mach they had been deceived by their 
priesta, and not wishing to remain infidel, 
: they desired the Evangelical religion to re- 
place the faith of their childhood. He prayed 
British Christians to go over and help them. 
Those who go in such large numbers to spend 
the winter in the beautiful climate of Cannes, 
Nice, Pan, ete., might on coming back urge 
their countrymen to renewed efforts for the 
conversion of the poor French pagans lying 
at the door of England. It was stated that | opinion we 
morning that the three English societies | policy, how m suffering m ve 
) working for the Continent raised less than | averted! The only promise given by the 
£10,000 a-year; surely they ought to raise | Government of the Saltan had been broken, 
£100,000. It was possible if they believed | and no remonstrance from the British Am- 
in the power of prayer and of faith. baesador had followed. If an opposite course 
Goold proceeded to show that in such work 
stition 80 
utter darkness were 
very foundation. P tailed as an illustration an incident 
had told them ch | history of Bishop Mackenzie's mi 
was supposed 7, °&§ Africa. It seemed as if~that mission were 
in Europé—the power o olicism utterly abortive. In the course of it, how- 
been shaken. He would not say that it had | ever, the Bishop had a poor child in a slave 
gang, and that little girl was now success- 
ful, and the respected teacher of a large school 
engendered in the people's minds a feeling of | underneath the saying of the Apostle, “Thou 
' hatred to what they had considered Christi- | fool! that which thou sowest is not quickened, 
anity. He asked for continued help for their | except it die.” The great object of the Alli- 
a ance should commend itself to Christians of 
The Rev. Professor Goold, tu.p., of Edin- ; every name, as an endeavour to hasten the 
| reign of the Prince of Peace—as a union 
whose origin was the Spirit of God, who-e 
| charter was the Word of God, and whose end 
was the same as angels proclaimed at Beth- 
i “ good-will among men, and glory to , 
| 
extent. The Roman Catholic clergy seem 
uite impossible to speak in public of their 
ity and corruption. When such is . 


\ 
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the state of the spiritual leaders of « nation, | 


it will be seen that the religions and moral 
condition of the themselves must be 
bad. Christians living in a Protestant country | 
can hardly imagine hew difficult it is to 
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awaken the souls of the people in a Popish 
country to an interest in the Gospel. Lately, 
however, religious questions seem to occupy 
the public mind more. Some men of the 
Liberal party went a uew religion to offer to 
the people in order to save them from clerical 
dominion. M. de Laveleye, the well-known 
Professor of Political Economy of the Univer- 
sity of Liege, is the leader of the party which 
has recently given some material support for 
the erection of a Protestant It should 
be clearly stated that these Liberals do not 
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means, extend operations by employing many 
more evangelists, Great Britain is pledged to 
support the political independence of Belgium. 
British Christians show by their sympathy 
and liberality that they desire to see Belgiom 
enjoying the true and glorious liberty of the 
children of God. 

The Rev. Fredk. Smith, u.a, of London, 
also gave a brief address. 

The meeting was concluded with pray er. 


FRIDAY, Ocropza 6. 


intend to interfere in our ecclesiastical affairs, | sided. 


and there is not the least compromise between 
us, Some new places have been opened to 
the preaching of the Gospel: for instance, 
Sart Dame Avelines, a village of 2,500 in- 
habitants, situated in the province of Bra- 
bant, not very far from Waterloo. Notwith- 
standing the opposition of the mayor, who is 
an influential manufacturer, and the want of 
a decent place of worship, the regular attend- 
ance at the two services on Sunday amount 
to 300 people. As one result, the morality 
im and there is rea- 
| the work is of God, and 
its influence is extending to neighbouring 

There are two Protestant Church 


which was established mainly 

Papists, and whose con- 
almost entirely composed of 
converts Popery; this Church is sup- 

by the liberality of Christian friends, 
chiefly in Great Britain and Holland, and by 
contributions of members of the congre- 
gations, who, though poor, pay one-third of 
the There is a great want of halls 
or in different places. The sale of 
Bibles and circulation of tracts are two means 
of spreading the Gospel which have great 
success in Belgium, and in this latter effort 
the liberality of the London Tract Society 
enables the Committee of the Evangelical 
Belgian Society to work on a somewhat large 
scale. In conclusion, I would state that we 


are convinced our preaching and working in 


Belgium is not ir vain. In many localities 
there is a serious desire to hear the Gospel. 


The Belgian Society, could, if it had increased | 


~ 


of such men—noble men, as 
styled by Mr. Atkinson—most of 
spent a long life in the service 


tian friends resident in Southport and 
neighbourhood, who have opened their 


| 
| 
| PUBLIC BREAKFAST. 
The proceedings of this day commenced 
| with a public breakfast in the Town Hall, to | 
| wale about 200 persons sat down The 
Mayor of Southport (W. Smith, Esq.) pre- 
| After breakfast, the Chairman rose to give 
| on his own behalf, and on behalf of the in- 
| habitants of the borough, a hearty welcowe | 
to the strangers present. Southport was 
| highly honoured, he thought, by the presence 
| were 
| Heavenly Master, and | 
home, he hoped, 
time longer for the good of 
| He trusted they would 
| visit to this lovely town 
thankfulness, and when 
they might again return to it I « | 
organizations in Relgium—one supported by | few days in profitable 
the State, which has some congregations com. | ment. 
posed of Roman Catholic converts, but chiefly! M. St. Hilaire, Dr. 
consists of members of ~Protestant origin. | Erdmann severally retu ; 
Then there is the Christian Belgian Mis-| hospitality they bad ex | 
inhabitants of South 
remarks made a deep impression 
| who listened to them. 
John Finch, Esq. (Treasurer to 
| ance), proposed, «That the warmest 
the Conference be presented to the Unristiar 
| friends residewt in Southport for the excellent 
| arrangements which they have made for hold- 
| ing the meetings of this Conference, and for 
| the entertainment of the visitors attending 
be They desire to record their obligation to 
the local-secretaries of the Conference—the 
| Reva. F. Cooper, J. Chater, and J. L. Rentoul 
—for their assiduity and Christian courtesy 
throughout the proceedings. The visitors 
offer their most cordial thanks to the Chris- 
its 
for the reception of visitors, and for their 
kind hospitality to 
them. They earnestly pray , Christians 
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ways, have rendered important service to the 
Evangelical Alliance.” He should leave 
Southport with a feeling of regard for the 
town, for he had no idea there was such 


4 
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tion, which was cordially agreed to. America, take this opportunity of express- 
The Rev. Samuel Manning, tp, of | i 


the men of God who laboured in Spain. | The 
Often alone, under extreme difficulty and | such attempt is 
trial, they still held fast to the faith, Speak- | of the people of Spain, and to those fraternal 
ing of the Article of the Constitution which | relations with the people of other 
had of late been brought so prominently for- | desirable to cultivate and strengthen, opposed 
ward, he said that within the last few weeks , also to the enlightened opinion of civi 
& new interpretation had Leen put upon it. | nations The Conference earnestly pra 
He had reason to believe that another revo- | full religious liberty may be speedily 
lution was considered to be ripening in Spain, | to the Spanish nation, and that the 
and the Government believed they must fall which have happened may, under the over- 
back upon the Ultramontanes, who would | ruling providence of God, be for the further- 
pull them throngh. Then began a series of | ance of the Gospel. The Conference also 
despicable, contemptible persecutions, of | desire to convey their cordial thanks to the 
which a nation like Spain ought to be| Right Hon. A. H. 
ashamed. A poor old blind man was stand-| Ambassador in Spain, for exerting his power- 
ing in the streets of Valladolid reading a/| ful influence to promote civil and religious 
: Bible on raised types by his fingers, and | liberty in that country ; 
. this was suppressed because it seemed a/ rely on his continued exertions, as oppor- 
public manifestation. In the extreme sultry | tunity occurs, to 
heat a man preaches with the window open, | which shall be conducive, through God’s help 
~and he is compelled to shut the window, be- | and guidance, to the spiritugl welfare of the . 
cause it was a manifestation. A band of | Spanish people.” » | 
Sunday-school children were walking from! The Rev. Carr J. Glyn, ua., in seconding 


~ 


| 
| 

n Southport may reap a rich reward in the school one day, hand-in-hand ; and they were 

| Llessings which rocial intercourse and fraternal | suppressed, because it was a manifestation. 
associations are, by the divine blessing, so| Ah! that must be » weak and tottering faith 

likely to bestow. The Conference desire that quailed before such manifestations. The 

ae pressed t in refer- | specific case 

. ence to the conduct of the Press. Gilancing | have a locus standi before the Spanish Go- 

. at Continental affairs, he said it was his | vernment, he would represent it at Madrid, 
opinion, and that of many of the Conncil,| and the utmost would be done that could be 

that if the British Cabinet had listened td the | done. The Alliance wanted influence to be 

voice of the Evangelical Alliance, the Turkish | brought to bear upon the British and German 

atrocities might have been avoided. What | Governments; bat his belief was that they 

was required was that a sketch of the action | had already scotched the snake—not a snake, 

“eo be drawn | but a little, contemptible, wriggling viper. 

read 

power—that it did more than any organ-/|tians assembled from various parts of the 

ization on the face of the earth could possibly | United Kingdom, from the Continent of 

do. He concluded by seconding the resolu-| Europe, and from the United States of 

ful testimony to the deep devotion of | progress of Evangelical miseions in Spain. 


The Rev. Dr. Willis (late of Toronto) 
moved a vote of thanks to the Mayor for his 
attention, aad for the kindness he had shown 
in the name of the towa. 

The Secretary, in the name of the Alliance, 
eeconded the resolution, which was adopted 
with unanimity. 


BUSINESS PROCEEDINGS. 
The meeting this morning was held in the 


True evangelical work 
consisted of healing, and feeding ; 
and he suggested, as a means of bringing 
about some result in Southport, that the 


pra 
_ The Rev. Samuel Manning, Lt.p,, delivered 
an address on “Modern Controversies, and 
how best to conduct them without injary to 
spiritual life and Christian charity.” First, 


their master, and endeavour to learn the 
lowing Him who was the King of Trath. 


trath in small things as well as 
things. He had very often attended 


loyalty to the King of Truth. 
not to chop and barter, and balance great and 
emall. They were not to follow Christ in 
the great teachings of His Word, and then de- 


spice or disparage those which seemed to them 
to be secondary and unimportant. They 


Cambridge Hall, and was presided over by | could not hold an error without that error 


J. H. Swanton, Esq., J.p., of Dublin. Prayer | 


was offered by the Rev. P. C. Horton, of 
South port. 

The Chairman, in a brief address, noticed 
the operation of the Alliance in Ireland, 
which bad taken practical shape in the form- 
ation of a new Irish branch, and received 
- the support of a large number of Christians 
in Belfast and Dublin, and other parts of the 
country. 

Dr. Ogle, reverting to the subject con-\ 
sidered on Wednesday evening—“ The Power 


being an element of weakness and disease, 
They could not forego the belief of a single 
truth without losing in that an element of 
strength, and life, and Iffht. Bat this was 
the point upon which he would insist—that 
in all their controversies absolute loyalty to 
the truth was that which was required from 
them—not loyalty to themselves, m6t loyalty 
} to party, but devotion to their King. This 
being assumed, what was to be the method of 
} ite manifestation ? He was disposed to think 
that the true method was not in the confu- 
tation of error, bat in the assertion of truth. 


of the Evangelical Alliance, and how best to 
use it for local objects”—spoke of the satis- 


Controversy, as they-understood it—:he as-~ 
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the resolution, desired that a copy of it; factory ptogress of Christian work in Derby 
should be sent to the Secretary of the British | in connection with which there were prayer- 
and Foreign Bible Society at Madrid, as the | meetings, a ragged school, penitent home, ~ 
latter expected some resolution would be | Christian young men’s associations, and col- 
drawn up at this Conference to show British, 

American, and other friends in Spain that the 
Alliance was quite feeling the importance of | 
the crisis, and the wish of their friends to 
do everything they could to further the in- | local secretaries and others, at stated times, 
tism. 
wan, Esq., of Glasgow, said one 
of the Scottish Bible 
been put into prison for a day, 
man was turned out of the town 
ol Vi ; but the society. were only wait- | he insisted that the spirit in which they en- 
EE some real grievance should occur, in | gaged in controversy should be that of un- 
MEE their agent (Mr. Jameson) might | swerving, anfaltering, unflinching devotion to 
who had proved/trath Our blessed Lord was himself a 
He (the speaker) had | witness for the truth; and the supreme 
no doubt that this little persecution would | motive and principle of controversy should 
open the hearts of the Spaniards more fally | be unflinching loyalty to truth. Arch- 
than ever to the entrance of God's Word. bishop Whately used to say that it was 

The resolution was then put to the meet-j| one thing.to wish to have truth on our 
ing and carried. side, and quite another thing to wish to be 

The Secretary here read an address, by a/on the side of truth. They should--all 
member of the Council of the Evangelical | feel that the truth was not their servant, but 
Alliance, of sympathy on the part of the 
Alliance with their Christian friends Jabour- 
ing in Spain; and the substance of the 
address was remitted to the Council to put| This implied that they should be loyal to 
into such shape as would@really express their ee in great 
cordial sympathy, and afterwards to be sent meetings 
to the friends in Spain in the name of the! in which the tone of remark had been some- 
Conference assembled at Southport. thing of this kind—let us bs faithful and 

earnest in our assertion and advocacy of es- 
sential principles, and be contented with 
silence and negation upon all non-essential 
principles, That seemed to him to bs dis- 
| 
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sailing, the exposure, the denunciation of | must abstain from the unnatural attempt 
their opponents’ error—was commonly un-| of those who would substitute a despot- 
profitable, and of small advantage to the man | ism in place of the free and mighty or _ 
with whom they were in controversy. The ganiem in which God and man are intelli- 
true mode of conducting controversy was the | gent and willing co-workers, Still, we must 
distinet declaration of positive and absolute | cling to a true alliance, to the united action 


the assertion of truth, and the grand method | Lord 


be the manifestation of truth, they would 
conduct their controversies not only without 


- and that charity which they manifested. 


_ The Rev. Richard Brown, of Nottingham, 
spoke of “Lay Work and Lay Workers in 


the Church of Christ.” He said: “It is an | 


encouraging sign of the state of the church of 
Christ in this day that so large an amount of 
attention is turned to the consideration of 
work, when we are humbly, like the peni- 
“tent Saul of Tarsus, crying out, ‘ Lord, what 
wouldst thou have me to do? | When the 
Lord's people are in this frame of mind we 
may reasonably expect His presence, smile, 
and blessing. My subject is ‘ Lay work and 
Lay Workers within the Christian Charch / 
not work separate from the Church’s organ- 
ization, nor independently of its institutions, 
however excellent the purpose and however 
spiritual and earnest the principle of him that 
does it. The Alliance is evangelical. The 
worker must be one who has heard the Gospel’s 
call, has felt its power to salvation, and feels 
constrained to spread its light and extend its 
leavening power. United action does not 
overlook diversity of office; individual re- 
sponsibility goes with individaal gifts. We 


home, how can he walk with God among his 
Meekness and 


j}ample, As to lay work in the Charch, Chris- 


ans must, it seems to me, realize practically 
the position they are placed in to their 


Fe 


body. Unless a man be faithful to God at. 


you forget your place at home—what you 
owe to the comfort of and the com- 
mending of godliness to those who are most 
powerfully influenced by your speech and ex- 


trath. How did the light scatter the - . n respect r 
ness? Just by shining. The morning comes, | gifts are diversified and yet the same. Sym- 
the sun does not rise with a flourish of trum-| pathy with other church workers in their 
pets; it just steals above the eastern hori- | special spheres of action, in their successes 
zon, and pours its golden shafts of light into and joy, so as not to obstruct or check the 
the mists and vapours, and they are stricken, | progress of any department of the Church's 
curl up, die, and disappear. The sun just | work, is essential. The body is compacted, 
shines, and, by shining, scatters the darkness, | knit together, and strengthened by that 
and the night flees away. Controversy which | which every joint supplieth; so the mutual 
consists in mere debate was fighting upon an | sympathy of fellow-workers in the Charch of 
arena, not cultivating a field, There was a | Christ requires kindliness of thouglit, tender- 
barren, sandy arena where athletes fought | ness of carriage, and loving expressions to- 
| their battles; bat they could reap no har- | wards all in their various spheres in the one 
| vest there. They could not plough Selds | Same 
with spears. These things might be need- | 
fu sometimes, and they were not to flee | gentleness are never so beautiful and powerful 
from battle, or shirk battle when the proper | for good as in the unrestrained freedom of 
time came; but the true spirit in which family life. Every family is a kingdom, 
their controversy should be conducted was | every godly household is a church; and « 
the declaration of the trath in simplicity, in | church must have its worship and offerings. 
parents and masters look to it, in the 
| Tegulate their conduct that they will never 
injury to spiritual life and Christian charity, | yards, bat my own vineyard have J not kept.’ 
but to a larger development and a nobler | The neglect of Christian home duties can 
character of that life which they were living | never be excused or atoned for by zeal else- 
where. Children—I mean thors who are of 
— 
with the other 
: | us is to, be 
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opportunities, and by the gifts and means 
possessed by individual Christiana What 
_ the hand findeth to do let it be dons with 
his might. There is work for every man 
do, Every undertaking of picty and Chris- 
tiam benevolence by which those who sit in 
darkness are made to nee the light of the Sun 
of Righteousness, and turned from sin and the 
curse to God, is what has to be done; and 
the Church im every age and locality must 
determine what is the daty which it has to 
do. The lay worker in the Church must be 
willing to labour where the Lord of the 
Church indicates His will to send him. He 
must renounce the feeling that special duty 
is un ing his education, tastes, and 
position. Each should ran the race set 
before him, looking only unto Jesus and the 
prize of the high calling” Having adverted 
to the several qualifications needed by the 
lay worker—such as religious energy, sym- 


The Secretary read the names of the Vice- 
Presidents and Council of the Alliance for 
the ensuing year, as revised by the Com- 
mittee appointed for that purpose. 

On the motion of Samue! Gurney, Esq., 
seconded by the Rev, Edward Forbes, the 
list was by the meeting. The Rev. 
D. Mullan, of Dablin, offered prayer, and the 

linen 
SrectaL Prarern Meetrso. 


In the afternoon a special meeting for 
prayer was held in the Town Hall, und 


Tus Meetixe 

was again held in the Cambridge Hall. Jabez 
Johnson, Esq., of Manchester, occupied the 
chair. After the singing of a hymn, prayer was 
offered by the Rev. T. H. Brocklehurst. 

The Chairman, in a brief address, sketched 
the history of the Alliance, which he charac- 
terized as one of the most active and valuable 
agencies in this ccuntry. 

The Rev. Francis Cooper, u.a., of Southport, 
on behalf of the Local Committee and Secie- 


ing their services, and highly approving the 


has been, undoubtedly, that which the Evan- 
gelical Alliance is now endeavouring, with 
greater earnestness than ever, to remove—dis- 
union among Christians. If union among 
Christians be set forth in Holy Scripture as 
one important and essential element of 
missionary euccess, the want of it must be a 


great cause of our missionary failure. And 


_ yet, thank God, we have mach to encourage 
| Us. When I look back upon the history of 
the last few years, I cannot help saying, with 
Hugh Miller's father, when out in a stormy 
| might at sea, “ Surely somsé good soul must be 
praying for us.” I have not been left in 
doubt about it. Since I came to this Con- 
ference, I have heard many things which 
touched me, but none which touched me more 
than a remark of a friend who has just left 
us—Pastor Fisch, of Paris, He was asking 


for years be had prayed for Ireland every day 
by name. We are specially indebted to the 
Alliance in this matter. By the invitation of 
its Council, the 17th of March has been set 
apart for several years past asa day of special 
prayer for Ireland. So eurely as special 
prayer goes up to heaven, the spiritual bless- 
ing shall come down. We are comparatively 
free from the blight of Ritualism on the one 


about “my dear country,” and added, that — 
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general arrangements made for the meetings 
of Conference, aleo the kind reception and 
hospitality afforded to the visitor. Mr. 
Cooper expressed the deep satisfaction which 
, this visit of the Evangelical Alliance had 
given to the Christian residents of Southport. 
The Rev. David Mullan, of Dablin, said: 
Having been called upon to address you, I 
take the opportunity of giving you some in- 
| formation of the work of the Alliance in 
Treland. The state of the Continent has 
, been evidently laid as a especial burthen 
upon the heart of this Conference; the 
| cause of Spain and other counties has been 
, pleaded with much earnestness. But | would 
not have you forget that nearer home, part of 
your own great empire, there is a country 
‘which still, unhappily, too mach resembles 
|Spain in the spiritual darkness which over- 
shadows three-fourths of it. It is a serious 
question for Christians of Great Britain to 
pathy with the spiritual needs of mankind, | consider how it is that in Ireland Protest 
catholic love, and personal godliness—the = which has been for three centuries 
reverend gentleman woncluded by stating that | supported by all that could give earthly 
there was work for ths willing worker wher- | dignity and influence, has accomplished com- 
ever there was vice to be checked, ignorance paratively so little. One cause, among others, 
tu be removed, the weak to be strengthened, 
the presidency of Lord Radstock. Subject, 
“Individual Responsibility as to Missionary 
Work.” | 
taries, returned their cordial thanks for the | hand, and of Rationalism on the other, 
resolution by the visitors at the | There is a growing desire fog a ubion among 
Breakfast this acknow | Cheotions and increased activity in every 
department of Christian work. Our position 


‘to carry on Alliance work ; (2) the estab- 


evangelization on the Contizient. He quoted 


that of so many intrenched camps, where we | French Church to 
simply hold our ground with more or less | of Canterbury, in which they sid: “The 


success. We are in possession, and, by God’s | Church of England, in acknowledging the 
help, we mean to kéep it; but if we are to| French Reformed Church to be « sister 
make there must be, to use an ex- Church, joined in heart to the same funda- 
pression of the noble lord who addressed us, mental truths, gives us a proof of Christian 
“@ mobilization” of our forces. This the love which we deeply appreciate.” The Arch- 
Alliance is striving to promote. We have bishop, in his reply, expressed the deep in- 
recently, with the consent of the British | terest he took in the Reformed Church of 
Organization, formed an organization for Ire- France, and used these wonls: “I beg to 


lishment of united prayer-meetings, daily, 


of the principles, objects, and usefulness of | do with'ws? They 


the Alliance, and receive additional members, Bat Luther, and Calvin, and Martyr, and 
This is part of what we are attempting to do | Bucer, did not reason thus, or we in England 
in the i of this great cause. We) might atill have been under the 


interests 
ask your prayers for a blessing upon our | superstition of Rome. No; at the 


| 
Fo 


efforts; and we trust that, in the words of | our Reformation these Reformers 

the circular from which I have quoted, “the Continent came to our aid, and it was « 
Alliance may be the means, under God, of debt we owed to them to assist their de- 
healing, to some extent, thé divisions of scendants in their time of need, He quoted 


centuries, and of uniting and stirring up the | several encouraging instances of the progress 

Christian people of Ireland to a simultaneous | Gospel was making in France, Belgium, 

and sustained aggression upon the many forms Italy, and Spain, and in 

of evil with which we are surrounded.” = —___ several places whole vi with the mayor 
The Rev. J. L. Rentoul, 8.4. of South- | and municipal council at their head, were 
» spoke of the influence which such | asking for Protestant pastors. 

gatherings as these Alliance Conferences tical result of this Conference be 

should have upon each of those present as | resolve to sustain the handé of faitbfal men 


those who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sin- | ua” The sum which Christians in Ehgland 
cerity. subscribed for the spread of the Gospel in 
with 


Foreign Aid Society, who desired to endorse all | themselves—substance, time, talents—to His 
that had fallen from the foreign brethren re- | glory, and while contributing liberally to a 
specting the encouragements for the work of had si 


~ 


~ 
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as Christian denominations is still too much ; an addres from pastors of the Réformed 
my anxious | 
We have issued our own programme, with a | ever inflaence I possess to maintain fraternal 
list of suggestions, which will, we hope, tend | relations between the Church of which I am 
to remove a reproach sometimes cast upon the Primateand the Protestant brethren in France.’ 
Evangelical Allianee, but most undeservedly, | These were noble words, for which he was 
; that we are sentimental rather than practical. | most thankfal. At a time when many in 
We suggest, among other things, (1) the high places were coquetting with Rome, or 
appointment of a committee for each county holding out the hand for union with erto- 
| thankfulness to hear the Archbishop thus ex- 
weekly, and monthly; (3) united evangel- | pressing his sympathy with the Protestant 
istic services wherever circumstances permit; | brethren abroad, one in faith and doctrine 
(4) special addresses upon important sab-/ with ourselves. He hoped that one result of 
jects ; (5) Christian conferences in bustling | this Conference would Le an increase of sym- 
centres ; (6) meetings in members’ homes; (7) pathy and help afforded to the struggling 
deputations; (8). the activity on the part Protestants of the Continent. Some might 
. of individual members to spread information | say, ‘What have these foreign Churches to 
pemeers © me Various secuions of ti abouring fc cause of God ana the ing- 
Church of Christ. He hoped the result of | dom of Christ on the Continent. From every 
the meetings in Southport would be to | quarter a voice was heard like that of the man 
strengthen the bond of union between all | of Macedonia of old, “Come over and help 
ing, and was followed by work to be done; and the time was short. 
The Rev. E. Forbes, ua, Secretary of the | The Lord was at hand. Let them dedicate 
| i preyer for a still'more abundant out- 3 


Dr. Goodman, of Southport, expressed the 
pleasure it had given him to work in arrang- 
ing for this Conference in Southport, and 
stated that he had joined the Alliance soon 
after its formation. 
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words to the visitors, expressed his earnest 
hope and desire that this assembly of the 
Alliance in Southport would lead to the 
strengthening of the branch in that town, and 
a Jarge accession of members. 

The sittings of the Conference were con- 
eluded with prayer, and the benediction by 


The Rev. Canon Clarke, after a few parting the Rev. James Davis. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


E. J. Rimmer, Esq. and Mra. Rimmer, South- 


The Rev. R. Hunsley Taylor, Ellesmere. 

The Rev. Samuel Manning, tt. p., London. 

The Rev, Edward Forbes, Putney. 

A. E. Eccles, Esq., and Mrs, Eccles, Chorley. 

E. P. Parry, Eaq., and Mra. Parry, Seaforth. 

OBITUARY. 

The death of Edward Dawson, Esq. of Ald- 
cliffe Hall, Lancaster, and of Mrs. Emily Brown, of 
Regent's Park, was announced ; also that-a legacy 
of £300 from the latter had been bequeathed to 
this Alliance, payable at the expiration of one 
= APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS. 

The Council proceeded to the annual appoiat- 
ment of Treasurers, Honorary Secretaries, Secre- 
tary, and Assistant-Secretary, togetber with a 
Finance Committee. 

DAY FOR MONTHLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 

The second Thursday in the month, at 3 r.m, 
was agreed upon. 

GENEVA CONGRES#. 

The Secretary reported that he had attended, as 
delegate from this Council, the recent Congress 
held in Geneva for the sanctification 
of the Lord’s-day. Representatives of almost all 
nations in Europe were present, and took part in 
the proceedings. The meetings, which were of a 
deeply interesting character, resulted in the 
formation of a European Confederation for 
promoting Sabbath observance, based on the 
Word of God, throughout the various coun- 


tries on the Continent. [A full report of the 
proceedings will be given in the December num- 
ber of Evangelical Christendom.] 
PERSECUTION IN EGYPT. 

fe Secretary submitted memorial on this sub- 
ject to the Khedive, signed by the Vice-Presi- 
deots, officers, and members of the Council. It 
was ordered to be forwarded to the Earl of Derby, 


with a request that it might be presented by 
Her Majesty's Consul at Alexandria. 


LYONS BRANCH. 


A communication was read from the Com- 
mittee of the Alliance at Lyons, requesting that 
a deputation from this Council might be ap- 
pointed to attend their annual meeting, to be 
held on November 1 and following days. It was 
moved by W. M‘Arthur, Eeq., seconded 
by A. H. Heywood, Esq., and resolvei, that the 
Hon. and Rev. E. V. Bligh be requested to re- 
present the Council on this occasion. 

MISSION TO ENGLISH REAIDENTS ON THE 

CONTIN BNT. 

A committee was appointed to consider the 
subject, and to report to this Council on the best 
methods for carrying out the proposal. 

= 

The resolution passed at the Southport Con- 
ference on the subject of recent interference 
with Protestant action in Spain, was read, and 
the Secretary instructed to forward the same to 
Richard Corfield, Eeq., at Madrid. 
INTOLERANCE OF THE TRANSVAAL GOVERNMENT. 

A comarunication was read from the dar] of 
Carnarvon on the subject of the ill-treatment of 
a French missionary and his companions by the 
suthorities of the South African Republic. His 


lordship, regretting the occurrence, adds, that 


| the condition of the Transvaal Republic renders 


it obviously useless to make any attempt at the 
present moment to obtain compensation or 
redress. 
SPECIAL DONATIONS, 
Contributions of £50 from John Rylands, Esq., 
Manchester, and 201 from Wm. Atkinson, Esq., 
Southport, were reported ; also special contribu- 
tions in aid of the fund for meeting the expenses 
of the recent Conference at Southport. 
EUROPEAN MISSIONS. 
The resolation passed at the Southport Con. 
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pouring of God's Holy Spirit both at ne 
and abroad. — 
The first meeting of the new Council since | 
Thursday, October 19 ; John Finch, Esq., in the 
chair. After reading the Scriptures, prayer was | 
offered by the Rev. S. Shoobridge, in which | 
special reference was made to the illness of » | 
member of this Council (Sir Titus Salt, Bart.). | 
NEW MEMBERS. | 
mitted to membership | 
The Rev. F. La Trobe, Oldham. | 
The Rev. J. Laurence Reatou!l, 
port. 
The Rev. John Chater, Southport. , 
William Atkinson, Esq., Southport. | 
Joba Fell, Eeq., Southport. | 
| | 
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JAMES DAVIS, Secretary. 


Alliance House, 7, Adam Street, Adelphi. 
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